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DISCOURSE. 



Fifty years ago this day, in the ancient house which 
stood upon the site now occupied by this, with fear and 
trembling I took upon myself my ordination vows. What 
changes have since occurred in our world! What ad- 
vances have been made in civil liberty ! What progress 
in the great causes of education and religion! How 
have the thrones of tyranny, superstition and bigotry in 
the old world been overthrown! What improvements 
in our own beloved land ! How has the wilderness been 
made to bud and blossom as the rose ! Towns and cities, 
adorned with stately edifices, and possessing all the 
elements of a high Christian civilization, now occupy 
ground, where wild beasts and savage men then roamed ; 
and to-day the sun looks down upon ten thousand villa- 
ges, where are heard the hum of industry and the voice 
of prayer, which fifty years ago had no existence. From 
this commanding height we look back upon a half cen- 
tury the most fruitful in important events of any the 
world has seen since time began its march. 

What changes have occurred in this ancient town, 
early settled by some of the best blood of the pilgrim 



stock ! Where are they, who fifty years ago dwelt in 
the houses on both sides this stream ? Where are they, 
who fifty years ago this morning sat in the pews of our 
ancient house, and witnessed the solemn services of my 
ordination ? Gone — gone, with here and there a solitary 
survivor — gone to the silent mansions of the dead. 

Very pleasant would it be to me to entertain you on 
this occasion with happy changes in this my native 
county and in our land since my settlement in this place. 
But the custom of the day forbids it. The example 
of my much respected and beloved father in the ministry, 
the only man living who laid his hand upon my head on 
the day of my ordination, who took for his text on the 
occasion of his jubilee, "What sayest thou of thyself?" 
forbids it My friends, at whose request I speak, call 
my attention to another and a very humble theme, my 
life and labors here. To their authority I am boimd 
to yield. 

Here let me say to the assembly at large, what Paul 
said vnth reference to the same point, "Bear with me 
a little in my folly, and indeed bear with me." But I 
shall say less of my folly than Paul did of his, because 
mine will be sufficiently apparent without repeatedly 
speaking of it If I shall be somewhat tedious, you will 
have for your consolation that I shall never address you 
agadn on an occasion like the present 

But, previously to commencing this course, let me 
call your attention to a beautiful expression of Isaiah 
in the 5 2d chapter of his prophecy and the 7th verse: 



"How BBAUTIPUli ttPON THE MOUNTAINS ABE THB fEKT OF HIM THAT 
BRIN6ETH GOOD TIDINGS, THAT PUBLISHETH PEACE, THAT BBINGETH GOOD 
HIDINGS OP GOOD, THAT PUBLISHETH SALVATION, THiT SAITH UNTO ZiON, 

Thy God bbigneth!" 

Paul applies these words to the preaching of the gos* 
pel. That preaching then is a delightful employment 

It is so, because the preacher has habitually before his 
mind the most interesting and important subjects, that 
ever occupied the thoughts of an intelligent being, hu- 
man, angelic, or divine. He is commanded from on high 
to preach the word. His main business is to study the 
Holy Bible, become thoroughly acquainted with its 
truths, and communicate them to others. And these 
truths, as they relate to the perfections and works of 
God, the character and redemption of Christ, the attri- 
butes and offices of the Holy Spirit, and the nature, 
condition and destiny of man, are in the highest degree 
interesting and sublime. Every true minister of Christ 
has an ardent love for the word of God. With what 
pleasure then does he explore the sacred scriptures, and 
exhibit their truths to others for their love, admiration 
and obedience, his heart at the same time glowing with 
love to God and Christ and the souls of men! How 
interesting, how delightful his work ! 

Preaching the gospel is a delightful employment, 
because it keeps the glories of heaven before the mind. 
The preacher points his hearers every Sabbath to the 
celestial city, the heavenly Jerusalem, and strives with all 
his power to persuade them to prepare for it. His 



thoughts, therefore, while writing and delivering his dis- 
courses, are habitually on heavenly things. On his bed, 
amid the stillness of the night, in his study and pulpit, 

*' The New Jerusalem comes down, 
Adorned with shining grace." 

Often, directly before his eye of faith is the celestial city, 
in its holiness, blessedness and glory. In his vietv the 
splendor of that city infinitely transcends that of our 
evening firmament, when its shining hosts appear in their 
brightest glory. Its inhabitants are before him in their 
spotless purity, perfect felicity and sublime employment. 
While describing the celestial city, "that holy, happy 
place," he as evidently perceives heavenly things by faith 
divine, as by natural vision objects immediately before 
him. And the view is delightful, yes, transforming. 
Happy is that employment, which keeps habitually before 
the mind 

" That land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign." 

How strong the desire, how animating the hope of uniting 
with them in their pure and immortal songs ! How can 
a preacher, who loves God and Christ, and holy angels, 
and glorified saints, without experiencing a measure of 
heavenly joy, repeat for his choir, 

" When shall the day, dear Lord, appear, 

That I shall mount, to dwell above, 
And stand and bow among them there. 

And view thy face, and sing thy love ? " 

The preaching of the gospel is a delightful employment, 
because the preacher is a messenger of glad tidings. The 



original word, ci^ayyeX/^w, used in the New Testament 
for preaching, literally signifies to evangelize, or to publish 
a joyful message. The term evayythovj gospel, means 
good news. To be a messenger of glad tidings of any 
kind is a pleasant ofiice. To be a messenger of such glad 
tidings, as the gospel proclaims, is unspeakably delightful. 
How welcome is such a messenger to those, who under- 
stand the nature and appreciate the value of his message ! 
In their view, how beautiful upon the moimtains are the 
feet of him who bringeth good tidings, who publisheth 
peace, who saitK unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! A 
preacher proclaims to his fellow-men in a state of sin and 
ruin the way of salvation. He exercises an instru- 
mentality, by which they are rescued from everlasting 
destruction, and raised to immortal glory. To be an 
instrument of the conversion and salvation of one soul is 
a higher privilege than to secure the greatest happiness 
that can flow from all the wealth, honor and pleasure of 
this world. God has appointed the preaching of the 
gospel, as the principal means of the conversion of men, 
and blessed it as such in every age of the Christian Church. 
Preaching then is a delightful employment. Gabriel and 
all the heavenly hosts would thus regard it, if commis- 
sioned for it. Angels, with joy, announced the birth of 
Christ. They celebrated the event with the song, Glory 
to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will to men. 
And would they not esteem it a privilege to be employed 
in proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation to men in all 
subsequent periods of time ? And ought not those men, 
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who exercise the Christian ministry, to esteem this a 
precious privilege ? Ought they not to participate with 
Paul, both in his humility and joy, as expressed in his 
communication to some of his Christian friends, "Unto me 
who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, 
that I should preach the unsearchable riches of Christ ? '* 
Though preaching is a delightful work, it is usually 
accompanied with great trials. It was so in our Divine 
Master. Though he spake as never man spake ; though 
his doctrine and life were wholly benign and heavenly ; 
he was despised and rejected by men. The master of the 
house was called Beelzebub, and he warned his disciples 
that they would experience trials like his own. The trials 
of Paul were complicated and severe. He was beaten 
with rods, stoned and imprisoned, subjected to various 
perils by land and sea, in city and coimtry, among heathen 
and false brethren. He suffered hunger and thirst, cold 
and nakedness, and frequent exposure to violent death. 
But no threatenings, persecutions, nor suffermgs prevented 
the faithful discharge of his ministerial and apostolic 
duties. Such was his sorrow in view of his countrymen 
in their state of unbelief, that he was willing to suffer the 
accursed death of the cross after the manner of Christ, if 
that would save them from impending destruction. He 
rejoiced in the privilege of preaching Christ to the 
Gentiles, to whatever suffering he might be subjected. 
He could rejoice even in the prospect of being sacrificed 
for the service of men's souls. Thus he wrote to the 
brethren of the Church at Philippi, " If I be offered upon 
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the sacrifice and service of your souls, I joy and rejoice 
with you all." And he actually suffered martyrdom in 
the Christian cause. 

Every faithful minister of Christ must expect sever© 
trials, and cheerfully bear them, and rejoice in them. In 
this respect it is enough for the disciple, that he be as his 
master, and the servant as his Lord.' The doctrines of the 
cross are so humbling to human pride, that no minister 
can reasonably expect to preach them fiom sabbath to 
sabbath, and from year to year, without pi:ovoking the 
wrath of some, for whose salvation he earnestly labors and 
prays. Still preaching Christ crucified, if it be to Jews a 
stumbling block, and to Greeks foolishness, while to all, 
who believe, it is the power of God to salvation, is a 
delightful work. Such I have found it. 

This work was pleasant to me in anticipation. It 
was so in early childhood. My mother, who was a 
pattern of piety, as was also my father, gave me up to God 
for his service in life in general, and, as she hoped, in the 
work of the ministry in particular. Her brother, Rev. 
David Tenney, of Barrington, N. H., who was very dear 
to her, and a very intelligent, devoted and excellent 
minister of Christ, died a short time before I was born ; 
and at my baptism she gave me his name, and during my 
childhood she frequently conversed with me about him, 
expressing the hope, that if I lived, I should be as good 
a man and as faithful a minister as he was. And all that 
pious counsel, holy living and fervent prayer could do, 
she did to lay the foundation within me for the Christian 
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character and the ministerial employment. This made a 
deep impression on my mind of the work of the ministry, 
as a good and pleasant work. I read the Bible through 
to my mother twice before I reached the age of eight 
years, and recorded that fact at the time with my own 
pen. Thus early I commenced the study of divinity at 
its purest source, and under an excellent and much 
loved teacher. 

The impression that preaching the gospel is a pleasant 
work was deepened in my youth by the character and in- 
structions of Rev. David Tappan, Professor of Divinity 
in Harvard University, while I was receiving my classical 
education there. He died the week before I was graduated. 
The text for his funeral sermon by Rev. Dr. Holmes of 
Cambridge was very appropriate, viz : " He was a good 
man." Dr. Tappan was a man of God, a man of eminent 
piety. In the estimation of all who knew him, he was 
holy in spirit, in life and conversation. His meekness and 
humility were evidently Christlike. His ministrations 
and prayers were to me exceedingly interesting and im- 
pressive. From the recollections of that time it seems to 
me, that in Christian character and pulpit performance 
he approached as near perfection, as any of the vast num- 
ber of ministers whom I have known and loved. His 
character and preaching made on my mind the impression, 
which has never been obliterated, that the work of the 
ministry is a delightful work. 

This impression was still deepened the year after I was 
graduated, which year I spent at Andover as a teacher in 
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Phillips Academy, in connexion with Mark Newman, a 
native of this town. To that office I was recommended 
by Eliphalet Pearson, LL. D., a Professor of Harvard 
College, a Trustee of Phillips Academy, Andover, and 
subsequently a Professor in the Theological Seminary. 
During the year I enjoyed the ministry of Rev. Jonathan 
French, whom I esteemed a man of a very amiable dispo- 
sition, a Christian of devoted piety, and a preacher sound 
in faith. At the same time I was favored with the friend- 
ship of many gentlemen of inteUigence, piety and worth ; 
several of whom were accustomed once a week to spend 
an evening with me at the house of Samuel Abbot, Esq.,^ 
in reading books of superior excellence, and in edifying 
conversation. I was also favored with the intimate 
acquaintance and special friendship of Madam Phebe 
Phillips, widow of Lieut. Governor Samuel Phillips, of 
most precious and honorable memory. Madam Phillips 
was a very pious, sensible and excellent lady, considerar 
bly advanced in years, and deeply interested in young 
men of education and hopeful piety. On Sept. 5, 1804, 
a valuable interleaved Bible was presented me with the 
following note : 

" Sir : Please to accept the book accompanying this, 
as a memorial of the high sense entertained of your punc- 
tual and assiduous attention to the duties of the Academy 
the year past. Allow me at the same time to request you 
to use it as the comer stone of your profession. From a 
friend of the institution and yourself." This friend was 
afterward ascertained to be that most excellent lady, 
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already mentioned. And her request to use the Bible 
as the comer stone of my profession, sank into my 
inmost soul. 

The preaching which I heard this year, the books I 
read, the society I enjoyed and the correspondence I main- 
tained with literary and pious friends, were adapted to 
increase the favorable impression, previously received, 
with respect to the work I had in contemplation. 

So more especially were my reading and studies of the 
next year, having direct reference to that work. After clos- 
ing the year of instruction in the academy, I commenced 
my theological studies in form under the direction of Rev. 
Mr. French, having as fellow students, Samuel Walker, 
afterward Eev. Mr. Walker, of Danvers ; Samuel Greele, 
now Deacon Greele of Boston ; John Farrar, my college 
classmate, afterward Professor of Mathematics in Harvard 
University ; and Samuel Gile, afterward Eev. Dr. Gile of 
Milton. MVe pursued our studies on the Abbot founda- 
tion, being the Andover Theological Seminary in embryo. 
I would here incidentally remark that Samuel Abbot, Esq., 
Madam Phebe Phillips, and her son John Phillips, Esq., 
all of Andover, were the first founders of that Seminary, 
and they were concerting and arranging their plans for 
that object, while I resided there ; and this was a subject 
of frequent conversation between them and Eev. Mr. 
Fiench, and others in my hearing. 

The following resolutions, with others of like character, 
were constantly before me, while prosecuting my studies 
with reference to the ministry. 
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I will rise early every morning, and lift up my heart 
to God in prayer. A part of my every morning prayer 
was 

' Diiect, control, saggest, this day. 
All I design, or do, or say, 
That all my powers with all their ought 
In thy sole glory may unite.' 

" I will read a portion of the Holy Bible every morn- 
ing, and make it the foundation of my profession. 

*a will endeavor to perform every duty in its season, 
and never lose a moment of time, remembering that for 
the improvement of every moment I must give account 
to God. 

" I will also endeavor to realize, that I am constantly 
in the presence of the all-seeing and heart-searching 
Jehovah." 

My interest in the academy did not terminate with the 
year devoted chiefly to its instruction. I still held it in 
affectionate remembrance, and on Monday mornings in- 
structed a numerous class of yoimg men, connected with 
it, in the evidences of the Divine origin of Christianity, 
which served to fix those evidences permanently in my 
mind. I occasionally delivered written lectures to the 
students in the hearing of Mr. French and others. My 
first attempts to write lectures for the academy and ser- 
mons for the pulpit, were prefaced by prayer ; and while 
writing, I often felt the afflatus, as from heaven, the souls 
of men are immortaL 

My friends. Walker, Greele and Gile, commenced 
preaching before me. The last was settled in Miltoni 
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February 18, 1807. Having been ordained a few months, 
I assisted in his ordination as one of the council, and took 
part in the public services. Mr. Gile was a beloved 
brother of mine, and a faithful minister of Christ. In 
the language of Dr. Codman, who knew him well, and 
preached his funeral sermon, " his commanding presence, 
his style, which was always rich in imagination, his 
powerful and mellifluous voice, and especially his holy 
unction and extraordinary copiousness in addressing the 
throne of grace, rendered him a most acceptable preacher. 
He was distinguished from most men by his extraordina- 
ry gift in prayer. There was a sublimity, a richness, a 
freedom, a copiousness in his devotional exercises, which 
partook of the atmosphere of heaven, and raised the 
souls of those he guided above this lower world to sweet 
and holy communion with God. His distinguishing 
traits of character in every day life were benevolence, 
prudence, consistency, patience under trials, and great 
Christian meekness and forgiveness." * 

My last interview with brother Gile, as connected with 
the time of his death, was very striking. Meeting him 
at the anniversaries in Boston, I accepted his invitation 
to go home with him, and preach his preparatory lecture. 
On leaving his house, I observed, " Brother Gile, we are 

* But notwithstanding his superior talents and excellence of character, he 
was excluded from his house of worship by a majority of the Parish, and dis- 
missed from them by an ex-parte council, whose authority in so doing he never 
acknowledged, nor could acknowledge, as he had never unreasonably refused a 
mutual council, which unreasonable refusal is necessary, according to the decis- 
ion of the Massachusetts Judiciary, to make the result of an ex-parte council 
ralid. 
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getting to be among the fathers ; we shall meet but a few 
times more in this world." Wiping from his face the fast 
falling tears, he replied with deep emotion, " I trust we 
shall meet in heaven." A few months after this, on Sat- 
iirday evening, a young brother called on him, and 
offered him his services for the morrow, which he accept- 
ed. The next morning they went to the house of God 
in company. Mr. Gile led in prayer before the sermon, 
and, as was thought, with more than his usual fervor. 
The young man preached on the joys of heaven. They 
returned to the pastor's house together. In the after- 
noon the young man went alone to the church; and 
announced to the people that their pastor was no more. 
He had entered on the joys of heaven. 

Under the direction of Mr. French, characterized by 
Dr. Codman as " a divine highly esteemed in his day 
for his piety and orthodoxy, and for his success in train- 
ing up young men for the sacred ministry," and witt 
such friends and associates as brother Gile and others, 
the impression on my mind of the work before me, of 
course was pleasant. 

As the anticipation of preaching the gospel was pleas- 
ant to me, so for the most part has been the work itsel£ 

My first public performance on the Sabbath was in 
the pulpit of Eev. Mr, French, March 17, 1805. Mr. 
French having procured a vote of his association, that it 
would not be considered irregular for his students in 
divinity to preach for him, when he was imable to do 
it himself they occasionally officiated for him. Accord- 
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ingly, on this day brother Farrar preached for him in the 
morning, and I in the afternoon. It was not my inten- 
tion to appear so soon in the desk. But considering the 
state of father French's health, and that there would be 
no preaching in South Andover, imless by myself, relying 
on the candor of the people, and especially on the spirit 
of God, I was constrained to do it; and, notwithstanding 
the great imperfection of my performances, of which I 
was deeply conscious, and my extreme timidity, and 
though among my hearers was that profound scholar and 
severe critic, Professor Pearson, I was raised above the 
fear of man, and felt no little pleasure in presenting 
gospel truth before the ininds of friends and fellow trav- 
ellers to eternity. On Sunday, June 16, brother Farrar 
and I preached again for father French, and on August 
6, 1805, we w:ere approbated by the Andover Association, 
as candidates for the gospel ministry. From this time to 
that of my ordination, I preached every Sabbath, except- 
ing one or two, when the state of my health absolutely 
Yorbade it. I preached for Rev. Mr. Steams of Bedford, 
Rev. Jonathan Allen of Bradford, Rev. Joshua Bates of 
Dedham, afterward President of Middlebury College, and 
others, September 18, I delivered a discourse to the 
students of Bradford Academy, on searching the scrip- 
tures, a copy of which was repeatedly solicited for the 
press by the trustees and teachers ; but, being so yoimg, 
I could not comply. 

September 22, 1805, I preached for the first time at 
Ipswich. My preaching here was purely providential. I 
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was an entire stranger both to the pastor and the people. 
The occasion of my coming was this. There had been a 
large secession from the first parish, then under the care 
of Eev. Levi Frisbie, whose state of health had prevented 
his preaching for seven or eight weeks. Under these 
circumstances, I was requested by my friend, Mark New- 
man, to spend a sabbath here. I complied. In the 
morning I preached on faith in Christ, and in the after- 
noon on brotherly love. Mr. Frisbie was present in the 
morning, and administered the Lord's Supper to the 
Church, the last service he ever performed in the house of 
God, and the last time he attended public worship. I 
returned to Andover with the intention of further pursuing 
my theological studies. 

Soon after this, on October 5th, Mr. Frisbie came to 
Andover, and ui^ed me to go to Ipswich, and spend a few 
weeks. He said that great inroads had been made upon 
his society; that he could not preach; and that he and 
his people were very desirous I should spend some time 
with them. To these solicitations I yielded, though with 
great reluctance, as it interfered with my previous design. 

From this time to that of my ordination, with the 
exception of thirteen sabbaths, I supplied the desk in 
Ipswich. The whole number of sabbaths on which I 
preached before my ordination, was sixty; forty in Ipswich, 
and twenty in other places. 

Mr. Frisbie died February 26, 1806. For a brief ac- 
count of his life and the lives of my other predecessors in 
the gospel ministry here, I refer you to my Ecclesiastical 

2 
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Sketch of Ipswich. On account of that Sketch and other 
publications from the same source, I omit many things 
to-day, which would otherwise be appropriate. 

June 17, 1806, was observed, by the First Church in 
Ipswich, as a day of fasting and prayer, to seek direction 
of Heaven in the choice of one to succeed Rev. Mr. 
Frisbie, as pastor. Rev. Manasseh Cutler, LL. D., of 
Hamilton, Rev. Asahel Huntington, of Topsfield, and 
Rev. Abiel Abbot, of Beverly, conducted the public 
services. Doctors Cutler and Abbot preached; the former, 
from Luke xiii. 6-9 ; the latter, from Isaiah xlix. 1 3-1 7. 
It was the custom of this Church from the beginning and 
that of the Puritan Churches of New England, generally, 
to observe such a day, previously to their meeting with 
reference to the choice of a pastor. On the evening of 
this day the Church, without a dissenting voice, made 
choice of me as their pastor. The Parish concurred with 
the Church in their call with great unanimity, only one 
dissenting, who was a Baptist in principle. 

August 5, 1 preached at home on the text, " Show me 
the path of life ; " and in the course of the week, after 
much deliberation and counsel, sought of God in prayer, I 
wrote my answer to the call, which was ajfirmative, and 
read in public the next Sabbath Jjy Rev. Elijah Parish, 
D. D., of Byfield. 

After receiving and answering my call, on August 27, 
I took my second degree at Harvard College, on which 
occasion my classmate, Savage, delivered the English, and 
I the valedictory oration in Latin. 
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October 7, 1 spent chiefly in self-examination, medita- 
tion and prayer. 

October 8, 1 was set apart to the work of the ministry, 
and ordained as the pastor of the First Church in Ipswich. 
The churches invited to constitute the ordaining council, 
were the two churches in Bradford, Rev. Jonathan Allen, 
and Eev. Ebenezer Dutch, pastors ; the South Church in 
Andover, Rev. Jonathan French,* pastor ; the second 
Church in Boxford, Rev. Peter Eaton, pastor ; the Church 
in Sharon, Rev. Jonathan Whitaker, pastor ; the South 
Church in Ipswich, Rev. Joseph Dana, D. D., pastor ; 
the church in Linebrook, Rev. Gilbert T. Williams, pas- 
tor; the church in Hamilton, Rev. Manasseh Cuder, 
LL. D., pastor ; the first and second churches in Beverly, 
Rev. Abiel Abbot, and Rev. Moses Dow, pastors ; the 
church in Byfield, Rev. Elijah Parish, D. D., pastor ; the 
church in Topsfield, Rev. Asahel Huntington, pastor; 
and the second church in Rowley, now Georgetown, Rev. 
Isaac Braman, pastor. In the confession of faith, which 
I read before the council, I gave, in seventeen articles, a 
comprehensive and full view of my belief with respect to 
the doctrines of Christianity. The venerable pastors on 
this ecclesiastical council, with one exception. Rev. Mr. 
Braman, have been called to give account of their 
stewardship. 

About half-past eleven o'clock the council proceeded 
to the meeting house for my ordination. Rev. Mr. 

* The state of Rev. Mr. French's health prerented his attending, and taking 
a prominent part in the services of the occasion. 



20 

Abbot introduced the solemnities with an appropriate 
address, to which followed the renewal of the call by the 
Church, and the acceptance of that call by the pastor 
elect. Rev. Mr. Eaton offered the introductory prayer ; 
Rev. Mr. Allen, the pastor of my youth, preached the 
sermon, on 1 Corinthians xii. 31: "Covet earnestly the 
best gifts, and yet show I unto- you a more excellent way." 
Dr. Parish made the consecrating prayer ; Dr. Cutler gave 
the charge ; Dr. Dana expressed the fellowship of the 
churches ; and Rev. Mr. Whitaker offered the conclud- 
ing prayer. 

The performances of this occasion were appropriate, 
impressive and solemn. The day was pleasant, the 
assembly numerous and attentive, and good order pre- 
vailed. The transactions of that day were to me as 
solemn and interesting, as any I have experienced or 
expect to experience before the last conflict with dis- 
solving nature. 

The call of the ladies was as unanimous and as mani- 
fest, as that of the gentlemen. And, as the call of the 
gentlemen and my answer to the same are on record, I 
pass them at present, to give place to that of the ladies, 
of which no record was made, except on the heart, 
where it was deep and indelible. On the morning 
of the ordination day, the ladies of the society exhibited 
toward me their affectionate regards in the appro- 
priate and highly acceptable present they made me, 
accompanied with the following note, dated the pre- 
ceding evening : 
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'' Impressed with sentiments of respect for Mr. Kim- 
ball, the ladies of his parish wish to express it by some 
token. They request him to accept the canonicals and 
other articles, which accompany this, as a pledge of their 
esteem. Sincere are their wishes that the morrow may 
be to him the birthday of much happiness, and each 
anniversary replete with joy. Late, very late in life may 
his sun descend without a cloud to obscure its setting, 
and angels hail him welcome at its second rising." 

Such a present at such a time and from such a source 
could not fail to excite the most lively gratitude. To this 
note the following was returned : 

"Ladies of the First Parish in Ipswich: The 
canonicals and other articles you have presented me, ac- 
companied with such good wishes, so happily expressed, 
have strengthened the tender and endearing ties which 
bind me to this Society. If lively gratitude, if pure 
regard, and earnest desire of your present happiness and 
future felicity can in any degree repay you for ' this 
pledge of your esteem,' accept them, my dear sisters, as 
flowing from the heart of your obedient servant, 

David T. Kimball." 

The sun in the heavens, which shone with much 
brilliancy that morning, I presume, never witnessed a 
more sincere and affectionate union between a minister 
and people, than he witnessed in this place fifty years ago 
this day. 

The connection, then solemnized, was not formed in 
haste, like many matrimonial and pastoral relations of 
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the present day. It was formed with deliberation, on a 
thorough acquaintance with the candidate in the pulpit, 
in family and other social circles, in the chambers of the 
sick, and at the funerals of the deceased, with a good 
knowledge of his daily life and conversation, and after 
counsel, earnestly sought of heaven. It was designed on 
both sides as a connection for life ; and the terms of the 
connection were stipulated with that view, and speak that 
feet* 

The first sabbath after my ordination I preached on 
the corresponding duties of a minister and his people. 
I represented it as the duty of a minister to spend and 
be spent for his people, to do every thing in his power to 
promote their eternal good. I spoke of his various 
duties. As to preaching, I observed, that a faithful min- 
ister will deliver to his people what on prayerful examin- 
ation he believes to be the word of God. His discourses 
will be the production of diligent and prayerful study, 
adapted to enlighten the understancjing, persuade the 
will, and rightly aflfect the life. He should pray much 
for his people, both in public and in private. His heart's 
desire and prayer to God for them should be that they 
may be saved. He should be able to call God to witness, 
that without ceasing he has made mention of them in his 
prayers. My prayer on this occasion was closed with 

* These terms incltided a settlement of $600, and a salary of $600 a year, to 
rise and fall with the price of articles of life, to be continued as long as I should 
be able to perform the duties of a gospel minister, and to be reduced to $400 in 
case of my being unable to perform those duties, and to continue as long as I 
should continue the minister and pastor, of the Chuich and Parish, and reside 
therein. 
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the petition, " May that harmony and love, which at 
present subsist among us, continue a source of unspeak- 
able happiness, both to minister and people. May we 
all have occasion long to rejoice in the solemn and inter- 
esting transactions of the last week, and be each other's 
crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus," 

The principles which I professed and the course which 
I prescribed at the commencement of my pastoral labors, 
I firmly maintained, and steadily pursued during my 
pubhc ministry, I constantly consulted jthe sacred scrip- 
tures, reading them in their origmal languages, as weU 
as in the common version, and thence derived those 
truths, which were at once the foundation of my own 
faith and of the instructions I communicated to others. 
While I made Jesus Christ and him crucified my most 
prominent theme, I aimed to declare all the truths God 
has revealed, and to declare them m their divinest har- 
mony. In the preparation and. in the deUvery of my 
discourses I kept that commandment of the Saviour in 
my eye, "Be thou faithful unto death." If I knew 
myself, my heart was in my work ; it was my joy, my 
life to serve Christ by seeking to save souls through the 
dispensation of the Gospel. The thought of thus in- 
strumentally saving myself and those who heard me was 
inexpressibly delightful The one object to which I 
devoted my life and labors was the salvation of my 
people. No other cares nor duties were permitted to 
divert me from that object. No domestic cares in par- 
ticular, as my family well know. From that source, 
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indeed, I derived very efficient help in my great work. 
She, whom God in kindness gave me as a helpmeet, was 
most of all helpful to me with respect to my professional 
duties. In sickness^ she was my best physician. In 
sorrow her cheerfulness gave me comfort and joy. By 
her prayers, presented day and night for my spiritual 
prosperity and success in my labors, she strengthened me 
for those labors by bringing me help from above. She 
welcomed to our house ministerial brethren, not to be 
reckoned in numbers, nor estimated in worth, with a hos- 
pitality which made the house their home. For many 
years she constantly attended and took a leading part 
in the sisters' prayer-meeting, sometimes at our dwelling, 
aiid sometimes at that of an aged sister preeminent for 
her piety. She was one of the chief piUars in the ma- 
ternal association. She did not regard it beneath her to 
instruct a colored class in the sabbath school, but per- 
formed the service with pleasure. At times of revivals, 
which filled our house to overflowing with those inter- 
ested or aiding in the work, she was willing to expose and 
sacrifice health to their accommodation. During my 
entire ministry she has been, not only a pattern of indus- 
try and economy in domestic concerns, but also my firm, 
constant and devoted helper in Christ Jesus, and thus 
contributed greatly to the good of our people. 

I make no pretensions, my hearers, to perfection, as a 
religious teacher. Far, very far from it. One perfect 
teacher, and only one, has the world ever seen. But God 
is my witness, that in my ministry in this place, I have 



25 



aimed to serve my people in love and fidelity ; the one 
object at which I have aimed, and to which all others 
have been subservient, is the spiritual good of the church 
and people of whom I have had the oversight in the 
Lord. Though I dare not, and know I ought not to 
compare my piety or usefulness vnth those of my beloved 
friend and classmate, Dr. Payson, I do^not admit nor 
believe, that in love and devotion to his people he ex- 
celled me in love and devotion to mine. 

Considering preaching my main work, and regarding 
it as a divine command to bring beaten oil into the sanc- 
tuary, I usually devoted the forenoons of five days of the 
week and most of the longer evenings of the year to the 
preparation of sermons for the sabbath. I generally 
wrote one new sermon a week, when I expected to 
exchange pulpit services the next Lord's day, always 
aiming to be prepared to preach at home, if providentially 
prevented from accomplishing an expected exchange. 
Though strongly attached to my family, and though it 
was frequently visited with sickness ; I rarely permitted 
domestic solicitude or sorrow to lessen the amoimt of 
time or service devoted to my preparation for the pulpit 
The evening my little son, Levi Frisbie, died, I employed 
my pen in preparing a sermon for the next sabbath. 

I exchanged with my ministerial brethren as often as 
one sabbath in four. My exchanges were not confined 
to neighboring towns, to this county or state, but extend- 
ed to the several New England States. My distant 
exchanges were a good substitute for journeys in their 
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influence on my health. My exchanges, whether nearer 
or more remote, were rendered very pleasant to me by 
the fact, that not a few young men and others, abroad, 
from time to time saluted me as their spiritual father. 
Never were my exchanges more frequent than about the 
time of my closing my active labors here. More than 
sixty pulpits, within a convenient distance, were then 
open to my occasional ministrations. And they are 
still thus open; and in about fifty of them have I 
preached since preaching in that which I occupy to-day, 
and which was consecrated by me, as was the house 
itself, to the service of God. 

About six months before my ordination I commenced 
a Tuesday evening prayer-meeting at the house of an 
elderly sister of the church, Mrs. Sarah WUlcomb; 
which after fifteen years, was removed to the house 
of Mrs. Lucy Lord, where it was held ten years, 
and thence transferred to the chapel on its erection in* 
1831. This meeting I constantly attended, having for a 
considerable time only one brother in attendance, a 
brother of precious memory, as a pious and devoted 
Christian, Deacon Thomas Knowlton. At this meeting 
I read and expounded the Epistle to the Romans and the 
book of Psalms in course and various parts of the sacred 
scriptures ; led in prayer ; gave frequent exhortations and 
employed, to much advantage to themselves and others, 
the gifts of the brethren, who afterward attended it. 
This meeting during my entire ministry, as sole pastor 
here, was a great blessing to the members of the church 
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and others. There God often manifested his special and 
gracious presence. And the blessing of heaven in copi- 
ous showers came down upon the people in answer to the 
prayers thence offered to the Most High, Christians 
from abroad, who occasionally attended these meetings, 
as many did, especially during the sessions of the courts 
in this town, could usually form a correct estimate of the 
state of religion in the society from the spirit of devotion 
manifested at the meetings. 

During a considerable part of my ministry, the church 
held a prayer meeting once a fortnight, first at a private 
house, then for many years at my house, and then at the 
chapel. This meeting I constantly conducted, aided in 
prajer and occasionally in exhortation by some of the 
brethren. The meeting, in addition to many other h^p- 
py results, was highly instrumental in promoting a spirit 
of prayer and brotherly love in the church. 

Beside the two customary sermons on the sabbath, was 
a course of lectures delivered at the meeting-house on 
the evenings of that day, embracing the whole Epistle to 
the Hebrews. One season I gave a course of evening 
lectures at the chapel on the divine attributes, which was 
fiilly attended, and for which the church expressed their 
gratitude in a formal vote of thanks. 

My labors for the young were abundant and incessant. 
For between eleven and twelve years I instructed the 
children of the society in the Assembly's Catechism. 
The number of children present from time to time, varied 
from one hundred and twenty to two himdred. Probably 
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every one of those now living has in possession a little 
book, presented by the pastor. When the sabbath 
school commenced, June 28th, 1818, with one hundred 
and forty-five scholars, I acted as its Superintendent, and 
took part in its immediate instruction. All i;he members 
of a class of young men whom I instructed became 
hopefully pious. December 16, 1818, 1 instructed young 
ladies in Wilbur's Catechism at my own house, and con- 
tinued to instruct them for a long time. I also instructed 
the young of both sexes at the same place in sacred 
history. I preached more than a himdred sermons ex- 
clusively to the young. I occupied fourteen evenings 
one winter with lectures to young men on the text, " Is 
the young man Absalom safel " in which I aimed, as far 
as possible, to bring before them, by way of warning, 
those principles and practices which tend to the moral 
ruin of the young. The entire course was very fully 
attended, and with great interest by the young of both 
sexes. In a course of familiar lectures at the chapel, 
I expounded the Assembly's Catechism to children and 
others. For a number of years I had under my imme- 
diate instruction the young people of my society and 
others more advanced, as a Bible class. These sometimes 
amounted to about three hundred. With this exercise I 
went through most of the Pentateuch; the whole 
of John's gospel ; the four evangelists in their connection 
and harmony, and the Acts of the Apostles. I was 
engaged in a new course of Bible-class instruction, and 
had intimated my design to attempt an interpretation of 
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the book of Eevelation, bys aid of light recently shed 
upon it, when I was called to close my labors as sole 
pastor of this church. 

I prayed much for my people, not only in public on 
the sabbath, but also at the family altar and in retire- 
ment morning and evening. During the whole time of 
my ministry here, I seldom, if ever, omitted to pray for 
them a single day. I not only dwelt among my own 
people, but I had them in special and affectionate re- 
membrance whenever I visited the throne of grace. 
Without ceasing I \yas accustomed to make mention of 
them in my prayers. At the close of a sermon, preached 
October, 1822,1 expressed the determination not to retire 
to rest for a year without offering prayer to God for those 
of my hearers who were in a state of impenitence. The 
determination was adhered to. The cause of Zion, es- 
pecially on and around this holy hill, was very near my 
heart. As an illustration, I refer to the close of a ser- 
mon, preached by me in the latter part of my ministry 
on the duty of bearing one another on our hearts at the 
throne of grace. " Let our individual and united prayer 
ascend to God for the strength and prosperity of Zion. 
Be it the resolution of each of us, my Christian friends. 
For Zion's sake I wiU not hold my peace, and for Jeru- 
salem's sake I will not rest, till the light thereof go forth 
as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
bumeth. As for myself, brethren and friends, no small 
part of my life has been spent in prayer for the prosper- 
ity of Zion in this place. The God, whom I have served. 
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though with great imperfection, from my youth, is a 
witness ; the walls of this sacred edifice, (meaning the 
former house on this hill,) are a witness ; the aged friends 
of religion now present are witnesses, that for the space 
of nearly forty years my prayers have heen offered here 
for your union and strength, and for your spiritual 
growth and prosperity. And the love thus kindled 
and fed in my soul, nothing can extinguish, short of the 
dissolution of my rational and spiritual existence. Time 
may roll its rounds ; this house may be removed ; the 
visible universe may pass away ; but the love of souls, 
kindled at this altar, kindled by prayer, will continue 
immortal as the soul itself" 

In my social visits and calls, which averaged about five 
hundred a year, and were more than twenty thousand in 
all, I endeavored to promote kind and friendly sentiment 
and feeling, and the highest spiritual good of the families 
constituting my beloved charge. These usually occupied 
a considerable part of the afternoons of four days in a 
week, the whole of Monday being generally devoted to 
the sick and afficted. My visits to them and my conver- 
sation and prayers with them I regarded as among the 
most important duties of my office. The poor of my 
flock always enjoyed a full share of my attention. 
No family in the society, of whatever rank or char- 
acter, was intentionally neglected in my pastoral and 
social visits. I endeavored to show myself a sympathiz- 
ing friend to all. Family and neighborhood meetings, 
spent in reading the sacred scriptures, in familiar remarks 
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on the same, and in prayer, were a most interesting part 
of my ministerial labors. 

The ministry, though arduous, \fras very pleasant to 
me. Keeping before my mind the great doctrines of 
divine revelation and the glories of the heavenly world, 
and authorizing and requiring me to proclaim to my 
firiends and fellow-beings the glad tidings of salvation 
through a crucified Redeemer, it was inexpressibly de- 
lightful I preached in my own pulpit, and in those 
of my brethren on exchange of labors, not less than seven 
thousand times, having had no vacation, and having been 
prevented from preaching but a few times, and then 
supplying my place by others, particularly by one whom 
very imexpectedly I now see in this assembly.* 

I never could say of preaching the gospel and its 
kindred duties, " The burden of the Lord, the burden 
of the Lord, the burden of the Lord are these." If, at 
any time and in any sense, these services were burden- 
some, if under them tired nature ever sought repose, 
it would have been pleasant to me to have sunk under 
such a burden into the arms of " tired nature's sweet 
restorer, balmy sleep " — the sleep of death. No flight 
could be more pleasant to me than one from the sacred 
desk in God's earthly temple to the assembly of the just 
made perfect in Heaven. 

It is a pleasant thought this day, that my labors in 
the Lord have not been in vain. When, with my eyes 

*ReT. Professor Stowe. 
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directed now toward the celestial city and now toward the 
prison of despair, the groans of the lost, and the songs of 
the saved sound in inj ears, to have been an instrument 
of salvation to a single soul, whether of my own pastoral 
charge or not, affords me a satisfaction, infinitely trans- 
cending the common joys of life. When a man in a 
neighboring town, who had been accustomed many years 
to hear the gospel and take a leading part in the songs 
of the sanctuary, without any interest in religion, came 
running to me as I was riding along the street near his 
house, the tears flowing down his cheeks, saying, " 
saw you passing, and could not help coming out to tell 
you that your sermon the other evening was the salvation 
of my soul ; " when a young man of a neighboring city, 
now listening to my voice, came out of a store by which 
I was passing and said, " Your lecture to yoimg men on 
sabbath evening was instrumental to my conversion;" 
when a member of the Theological Seminary in Andover, 
now an efficient minister, a firm pUlar in the church, or 
to speak literally, a firm Post in our great western val- 
ley, informed me that my preaching at Middlebury, Vt, 
when I carried a son to that place to receive a collegiate 
education, was blessed to his spiritual good ; when two 
years ago a professor in that seminary, a respected and 
beloved brother, who I thought this morning was on the 
other side of the Atlantic, but whom I am delighted to 
see directly before me at this time, told me, that my 
prayers on a sabbath which I spent in my native town, 
were thus blessed to him; — these and similar instances. 
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where I have occasionally exercised my ministxy, liave 
afforded me unspeakable satisfaction and joy. 

My labors among my own people were in a good degree 
successM, The church, which was very small, when I 
became its pastor, was increased fourfold, while other 
churches were strengthened by members, who went out 
from it into various parts of our country. During my 
ministry here, it pleased the Most High often to manifest 
his special mercy and grace toward the people of my 
charge. In many instances he visited them with dew- 
drops, and in several with copious showers of heavenly 
influence. As fruits of my earliest labors here, more 
than forty were added to the church from 1806 to 1811. 
In 1820 there was more than ordinary attention to re- 
ligion, resulting in the addition of thirteen members. In 
1825 there was a very interesting work of grace. This 
work was preceded by a course of sermons on the moral 
law, the aim of which was fully and faithfully to exhibit 
the evil of sin in its various forms, and which was blessed 
to the conviction of a nimiber. A Saturday evening 
meeting, formed for the purpose of praymg for the success 
of the word on the sabbath, was attended with solemnity 
and deep concern for the souls of the impenitent. My 
study was soon filled with anxious inquirers after the way 
of life, who in familiar terms were directed in that way. 
Those, who had indulged a hope of conversion for a 
considerable time, met by themselves once a week, and 
the pastor endeavored to instruct them in the nature of 
true religion in distinction from all that is counterfeit, 

3 
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and to lead them to the most thorough s^f-^xaminatioiL 
The number of converts probably was not less that fifty. 
Of these thuiy-four were added to this church, while 
others more naturally connected themselyes with the 
South Church, that of the venerable and excellent Ihr. 
Dana. Most of those, of whom hope of conversion was 
then entertained, gave permanent evidence of a saving 
change, ' 

In the spring of 1829 a spirit of special prayer and 
concern for souls appeared in some of the chiprch mem« 
bers. In the summer there were a few hopeful 
conversions in the congregation, and a larger number of 
cases of special seriousness, in consequence of which an 
inquiry meeting was opened at the house of the pastor. 
A revival ensued. The work, calm and silent in its 
commencement, and gradual in its progress, was "very 
powerfiil, strikingly manifesting the special presence and 
agency of the Holy Spirit Among the subjects of the 
work were some who had lived without religion till they 
had passed their seventy and eighty years. One of the 
most aged of these weis awakened by the footsteps of 
those who were walking to the house of God in company. 
She was a widow ; and after her conversion her house 
became a house of social prayer, and continued such 
for years. 

As means of promoting this revival, should be mention- 
ed preaching Christ crucified. The doctrines of the cross 
were kept prominently in view in the preaching of the 
pastor and of his fathers and brethren, who came to his 
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assistance; among whom were Dr. Lyman Beecher, and 
Rev. Charles Cleveland, whose femiliar countenances 
meet our eyes and gladden our hearts this day, and Rev. 
Jonathan French, who is with us in spirit, though neces- 
sarily absent in body, and Rev. Mr, Green, of Boston, 
who is looking down upon us from the third heavens. 
An inquiry meeting was held at the house of the pastor 
till the number attending it exceeded two hundred, when 
it was removed to the court house, where for several 
weeks attended at least three hundred, belonging to the 
two «>ngregational societies, whose pastors, aided by 
other ministerial brethren, cordially united in it In 
addition to their stated meetings, the brethren of the 
church held a meeting by themselves, and the sisters one 
by themselves in different apartments in the pastor's 
house on the evenings of the inquiry meeting, to pray for 
those conducting that meeting and for the success of the 
work Then, very emphatically, was the pastor's house 
the house of God and the gate of heaven ; and, I doubt 
not, it is recognized as such by numbers in the New 
Jerusalem. Early after the work appeared in its power, 
the church renewed their covenant with God, and with 
each other. Neighborhood meetings were repeatedly 
extended through the society in the course of the revival, 
and were easy, pleasant and successful means of its pro- 
motion. Within a short time every family in the society 
received a pastoral visit, by which the work was happily 
advanced. Subsequently to this revival the church re- 
ceived to its cammunion eighty-eight by profession and 
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seven by letter. Thirty-one were males, and sixty-four 
females. Fifty were heads of families. A large propor- 
tion were middle-aged. 

Passing by other instances, in which God appeared 
among ns in gentle showers of grace, I come to the last 
revival during my public ministry here. This revival 
was preceded by a singular but pleasant and significant 
dream. I dreamt that my house was filled to a great 
extent with gentlemen of distinction from different parts 
of our ^oimtry, from Europe, and other quarters of the 
globe. While I was passing from one apartment to 
another, engaged in conversation with them, there came 
in a number of the lambs of my fiock, who were hungry 
for the bread of life, and I immediately turned aside from 
my distinguished guests to attend to their wants. On 
the morning of the next sabbath I took as my text these 
words of the good shepherd, " Feed my lambs," and 
introduced my discourse by repeating this dream, adding 
the hope that, as fiir as it related to the lambs of my 
flock, it would soon become reaL And it was so. Soon 
many young persons came to my house for instruction in 
the way of life, and I left every body and every thing else, 
to teach them what they must do to be saved. These 
interviews were continued firom week to week, and in 
connection with other means were blessed, as was hoped, 
to their conversion. 

I will here introduce an abstract of the statement made 
of the revival referred to at the meeting of the conference ' 
of churches, October 1850. " The year past was on^ of 
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more than ordinaxy interest with us. There were favorable 
indications before the commencement of winter. The 
first Monday of the new year was observed by the church 
as a day of prayer. They spent the evenings of the 
week in religious exercises at the chapel. The pastor 
read with familiar remarks those chapters in the gospel 
of John, which relate to the interview Christ had with 
his disciples before his death, and brethren followed with 
prayer and exhortation. On Tuesday evening and thence- 
forward, liberty was given to any persons who were not 
professors of religion to attend the meetings ; and before 
the close of the week the number of non-professors 
exceeded that of professors, and it was evident that a 
revival had commenced. 

Some of the means, characteristics and results of the 
work will be stated. 

The character, offices and works of the Holy Spirit 
were very prominent in the preaching and in the remarks 
of the pastor, and of the brethren at the prayer meetings. 
The work advanced steadily and slowly. Stillness mark- 
ed all the meetings. Hope and comfort usually came in 
gradually. For a time the pastor was desirous of more 
public preaching, and sent to brethren to come and help 
him ; but they had so much work of the same kind on 
hand that they could not come. Constantly and entirely 
engrossed with the work which was continually advan- 
cing in a still and delightful manner, he ceased to make 
such applications, and gave himself up to what he believed 
to be the will of God, always aiming that the subjects 
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he treated, whether at the church or chapel, shonld be 
appropriate to the state of religious feeling among his 
hearers. 

In ten weeks from February 11th, forty meetings were 
held in the chapel, all of which the pastor attended, except- 
ing one, when he was preaching by previous engagement 
and with happy effects to a solemn assembly m a neighbor- 
i^ .„™. en^ a powerM revival of J^- Ic it 
was that the chorister, previously referred to, was convert- 
eA " For almost every evening meeting at the chapel, the 
pastor prepared a communication on a subject, brought 
impressively to his mind as he watched the progress of 
the work, and the kind and degree of interest among the 
people. The brethren, including a beloved brother who 
was a candidate for the ministry, occupied most of the 
time of prayer, except at the inquiry meetings, which 
were very frequent, and at which the pastor generally led 
in prayer. During the same time he conducted several 
neighborhood meetings, and made more than three hun- 
dred parochial visits, designed chiefly to promote the work 
of grace, and secure the salvation of souls. At the same 
time he made his usual preparations for the sabbath. If 
the amount of labor was great, it was so delightful, that 
there seemed no labor in it. Never was the pastor, never 
was a pastor more happy, never was he more at home in 
his work, never were the duties of his office more pleas- 
ant to him. 

The fruits of the revival have in a considerable degree 
been gathered. Since our last conference (the conference 
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of October 1849,) forty-five have been admitted to the 
church. Besides these, more than twenty, we hope, have 
experienced the converting grace of God. Among the 
converts, most of whom are in the morning of life, are 
jseveral young men of promising talents. Five children 
of one family are numbered with the converts. The 
baptisms of the year were twenty-four. 

The last sabbath saw the pastor at the communion 
table break bread to a church of two hundred members, 
introduced to its privileges during his ministry and by 
himself The society, as well as church, is in a state of 
outward prosperity. Its prosperity is to be seen in its 
new and beautiful house of worship, and its full assem- 
blies ; in its neat and commodious chapel ; in its entire 
freedom from debt; and in its funds, wholly procured 
since his settlement, and in' no small d^ee through his 
instrumentality." 

How many happy seasons, not less than three hundred 
and fifty in all, have I enjoyed in breaking bread to this 
church, in commemorating with them the dying love of 
the Eedeemer. That the blessing of Almighty God, the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit may ever rest on this ancient 
church and society, is the wish and prayer of him who 
ministered to them in love for the space of forty-five 
years. It will ever be matter for fervent gratitude to 
God, that his last constant labors here were as happy to 
himself and as successful among his hearers, especially 
among his youthful charge, as those of any former period. 
He will bear to his grave the pleasant recollection that his 
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labors among the people, lie always so ardently loved, 
were closed in the midst of a very interesting and delight- 
ful work of grace ! On reviewing the several revivals 
during his ministry and the success which attended his 
labors at home and abroad, he feels under strong obligar 
tions to render praise to the Most High for the riches of 
that grace, which crowned the feeble efforts of one so 
unworthy with so much success. 

The whole number admitted to the church during my 
public ministry was three hundred and jfifty ; brethren, 
eighty-seven, sisters, two hundred and sixty-three; by 
profession three hundred and twelve, by letter thirty-eight 

At the time of my settlement the church consisted of 
twelve brethren and forty-one sisters, all of whom except 
one or two had nearly, if not quite, reached the meridian 
of life. Fifty-one of these and one hundred and twenty- 
six of those admitted under my ministry, have departed 
this life. Most of those, hopefully converted during my 
ministry, who left this world, whether connected with the 
church or not, were sustained in their last hours by the 
faith and hope of the gospel, and not a few departed in 
the triumph of faith. There now rushes on my mind an 
instance of one, whose hope in her last sickness was an 
anchor to her soul, who was exceedingly animated when 
she found death was at hand ; whose last words were, 

" Heaven opens on my eyes, 

My ears with songs seraphic ring." 

Another instance scarcely less interesting occurs, that 
of a child ten years old. She loved the Saviour. The 
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thought of seeing him as he is, a subject on which she 
had had many conversations with her pastor, was delight- 
ful to her. Once she was heard repeating the petition, 
**Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." She desired the 
conversion and salvation of her father and little sister, as 
ardently as was in her power. I might spend hours in 
citing instances of hopeful and happy deaths in connec- 
tion with my ministry. The sun must stand still in the 
midst of heaven longer than he did at the command of 
Joshua, to give me time to relate the interesting circum- 
stances, which occurred in connection with my " minis- 
trations at the beds of the loved and the departed." The 
recollection of such cases is inexpressibly delightful to 
me. And so is the thought of meeting in heaven my 
dear departed children in Christ. One of the most 
satisfactory offices of my pastoral life has been to conduct 
Christians to the bank of the river Jordan, and there 
leave them in the hands of Jesus, the true Joshua, 
to be led by him into the promised land, the heavenly 
Jerusalem. 

But all is not joyous in the chambers of the sick and 
at the beds of the dying. Far otherwise. There is 
much keen anguish there. And I have often been caUed 
to weep most deeply with those that wept. Where was 
the family under my care during any considerable part of 
my ministry, which I was not frequently called to visit 
in severe sickness or imder sore bereavement ? Where 
was the family, in which I did not intreat the God of 
mercy to spare the life of husband or wife, parent or 
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child, brother or sister, when visited with threatening 
sickness ? How often did I bear to wife, mother or sister 
the heart-rending intelligence of the sudden decease of 
husband, son or brother, who died at sea or in a foreign 
land ! Where are they who occupied these houses fifty 
years ago ? With very few exceptions they are in the 
house appointed for all the living. Into how many of 
their graves did I look, in connection with the fimeral 
train ! What ties of nature and affection have not been 
severed in my sight ? Often have I seen the fond mother 
look for the last time on the child of her love and care, 
and then close her own eyes in death ! In how many 
instances have I seen the tender babe suddenly snatched 
away from the warm embraces of the nurturing mother ! 
I have seen the young husband agonizing over his dying 
wife, the mother of his infant children ! I have seen 
those affectionate individuals, whom I had united in the 
nearest earthly relation, separated from each other, raid 
all their hopes of social enjoyment on earth terminated 
forever. Of all those, who sustained toward each other 
the marriage relation in my society at the time of my 
settlement, only two couple, I believe, are now living. 
There were nine hundred and seventy deaths in the 
society during my public labors. And I was called to 
officiate at more than a thousand funerals. Of the nine 
hundred and seventy, one attained to the age of a 
hundred years ; more than thirty died between ninety and 
a hundred ; a hundred and twenty between eighty and 
ninety; a hundred and scfventy between seventy and 
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eighty; and two hundred and thirty under ten years. 
The largest numher that died any one year was thirty-six ; 
the smallest eleven. Were I to read to you my bill of 
mortality, and describe to you the sufferings of many 
before they expired, " I should spread a cloud over this 
assembly heavier than the night, and more terrible than 
the storm." I seem to see a thousand persons, whom I 
have buried coming up from their graves to add intensity 
to the solemnities of this hour ! Looking upward I fiee 
Heaven open, and hundreds standing before the throne of 
God and the Lamb, and hear their sweet voices, saying 
unto me, " Come and join us in our worship in this, our 
and your happy, eternal home." 

It is a delightful office of a Pastor to administer the 
gospel seal of the covenant to parents and their infant 
offspring. This^seal I applied in four hundred and seventy- 
three instances ; ninety-two in cases of adults and three 
hundred and twenty-one in cases of minority. One of 
the adults was eighty-five years old, Mrs. Sarah Choate, 
wife of Daniel Choate, who at that advanced age gave 
decisive evidence of conversion. 

I have often been called to rejoice with those who 
rejoice, having united in the bonds of matrimony nine 
hundred nnd ninety-eight persons.* Could all these 
stand up before us with their children and children's 
children, how numerous would be the company, and how 
pleasant the spectacle ! Within the space of one year a 
son and four daughters of the same family entered the 

* The number is now increased to one thousand and two, January 13, 1857* 



marriage state. One man came to the altar of Hymen at 
the venerable age of eighty-two years. Among those who 
came to that altar were eight clergymen. Of those I 
have married, the city of peace (an . appropriate name) 
contains a large share. I sometimes, very unexpectedly, 
meet one whom I married. I did so a few years ago, 
when, being on Victoria's soil, I received this salutation 
from a frank open-hearted lady; — " Mr. Kimball, you do 
not remember me, I suppose, but I remember you very 
well ; you married me fifteen years ago." The cheerful 
salutations of those I have married, on British, American, 
or whatever soil, is always cheering to my heart. 

Returning from this digression, if digression it be, I 
found a satisfaction in sympathizing with my belovfed 
people in their various afiiictions ; and felt it a privilege 
to perform the various duties of the pastoral of&ce. 

Though I have found the work of the ministry a 
delightful work; it has been attended by many trials, 
which I regard as the corrections of a kind Father, who 
chastens us for our profit, and who teaches us the best 
lessons in the school of adversity. The severest trial to 
which I have been called in the course of my ministry, 
and the only one to which I shall now advert, and that 
very briefly, has brought the Saviour to my view in one 
respect in a more striking and affecting manner than any 
other trial could have done. I refer to the attitude in 
which he stood when called to tread the wine-press alone ; 
when of the people there were none to help him ; when 
his most ardent and devoted friend denied him ; when all 
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his disciples forsook him and fled. Never could I have 
had so clear a view and so deep an impression of the Son 
of God, when deserted by his friends; never could he 
have been so endeared to me in that singularly interesting 
attitude ; had I not been called to the very trial I was. 
And from the special endearment of the Saviour in this 
view of him, (sympathizing with him in his trial, and 
regarding him as sympathizing with me in mine,) I 
derived consolation amply sufficient to compensate for all 
that is pamful and distressing in it. 

A good measure of that harmony and love which existed 
at my settlement continued during my ministry here. The 
instances are rare in which mutual affection has so gener- 
ally prevailed through so long a connection. A spirit of 
harmony and love was manifested, not only at the time of 
our taking leave of the former house of worship in 1846, 
and of our dedicating the present house in 1847, and at 
the social gathering at my dwelling-house in 1848, (as 
well as that of 1843,) but also during most of the time of 
the revival of 1850. The attachment of the people to the 
pastor in 1850, as officially stated by a prominent brother . 
in thfe church, was almost imiversal. 

During the tune of my ministry here the Church at 
Linebrook was for the most part without a pastor, and 
much of the time without constant preaching. I was 
often called to officiate at funerals, and to exercise over 
them a kind of pastoral care. On offering the prayer 
at the funeral of the last brother, Dea. Philemon Foster, 
in 1818, I saw the church reduced to three sisters, 
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and apparently on the verge of dissolution. With the 
only active sister of the church I strove for its preserva- 
tion, and for a time strove almost alone. For a considerable 
period I was accustomed one evening in a week to conduct 
a Bible-class exercise among the people- And it has 
given me great satisfaction to have seen the church 
increased to seventy members, a good proportion of whom 
were active, praying members. The society is now in a 
state of comparative prosperity, having recently erected a 
new and commodious house of worship, in which they are 
accustomed to meet in respectable numbers every sabbath. 
The thought of relinquishing any employment, which 
we have long loved and pursued, is to most of us unwel- 
come. This is especially the case with those who preach 
the gospel. Dr. Payson was accustomed to say that " No 
affliction seemed harder to bear, than to be laid aside from 
his labors/' Dr. Snell in his semi-centennial discourse 
observed that <' The thought of being disabled to labor 
and of being thrown aside as useless, is to me unpleasant, 
painful." With those respected and beloved brethren, I 
deeply sympathize in that sentiment and feeling. The 
thought of being unable to labor for the salvation of souls 
in the ministry of the gospel, when the salvation of a 
single soul is felt to be an infinite good, and when hun- 
dreds and hundreds around are momently exposed to 
everlasting destruction, is as painful to me as it was to 
either of them. But that has not yet absolutely befallen 
me. My preaching in various places since closing m^ 
constant labors here, has been pleasant to me. Such 
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emphatically was that at Saint Stephen, New Brunswick, 
from May 12 to Jmie 21, 1852. 1 went to that place 
an entire stranger. But, though the society was composed 
of people of several nations, I found mjrself immediately 
at home among them. I received a cordial welcome by a 
society containing for its numbers an unusual amount of 
intelligence, piety and benevolence. I spent thp forenoons 
in the study of the absent pastor, and the afternoons in 
visiting from house to house, and in surveying works of 
nature and of art which were new to me. I preached 
there six sabbaths, attended fifteen prayer meetings, and 
made a hundred and fifty parochial visits, including an 
introductory call on the several families of the first week 
and a farewell call of the last week. So long as I retain 
the power of recollection, I shall remember with great 
pleasure the few weeks I spent there. I formed Christian 
friendships, which I am persuaded will continue forever. I 
was kindly received, candidly heard, and liberally compen- 
sated for the services I rendered. I brought home with 
me the names of the heads of the families, and it gave me 
inexpressible delight to receive a letter from a beloved 
brother of the church, containing the glad tidings of a 
revival of religion, in which almost every family partici- 
pated, the hopeful converts amounting to about seventy, 
or one to every family. One text on which I preached to 
them, proved prophetic, viz. : " Ye shall be baptized by 
the Holy Ghost" 

After my return from New Brunswick I preached, as I 
was called, to societies near home, whose pastors^ were 
sick, or who were without pastors. 
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In 1853 I preached thirty-five sabbaths; in 1854, 
thirty-five; in 1855, thirty-eight. In one instance I 
preached fifty-one out of fifty-two sabbaths in immediate 
succession. And in all instances, wherever I preached 
and on whatever terms, I did it with great pleasure, hoping 
that immortal souls would be benefited thereby. 

The work of the ministry has been the more pleasant to 
me, in consequence of my intimate acquaintance and friendly 
intercourse with my brethren in the ministry, especially 
with those in the immediate vicinity, and those connected 
with me in Essex Middle, now Essex North Association. 
I joined that association soon after my ordination. Its 
members at that time were Rev. Joseph Dana, D. D., of 
Ipswich, Rev. Samuel Spring, D. D., of Newburyport, Rev. 
Elijah Parish, D. D., of Byfield, Rev. James MHtemore, of 
Newbury, Rev. Asahel Huntington, of Topsfield, Rev. 
Leonard Woods, of Newbury, afterward Rev. Dr. Woods, 
Professor of the Theological Seminary in Andover, Rev. 
Ebenezer Dutch, of East Bradford, now Groveland, Rev. 
David TuUar, of Rowley, and Rev. Isaac Braman, of New 
Rowley, now Georgetown. These have all closed their 
ministry, and received their reward, except brother 
Braman. And so have all the other ministers of the 
gospel in the county of Essex, who were settled before 
me, three excepted, viz. : Rev. Daniel Dana, D.D., of 
Newburyport, Rev. Samuel Dana, of Marblehead, and 
Rev. Brown Emerson, D.D., of Salem. 

My connexion with the association has been, and is to 
me, a source of much happiness and improvement. Hav- 
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ing, as Scribe pro tempore, kept its records a year, I was 
chosen its stated Scribe or Secretary, May 12, 1812, and 
have retained the of&ce from that to the present time. 
During this period I have recorded the acts of the Asso* 
ciation, and generally conducted its correspondence. I 
was one of the four members, all of whom were comparar 
tively young, who, in October of 1819, formed a Clergy- 
men's Society, distinct from the Association, for the 
purpose of studying the Scriptures in their original 
languages, and other important objects.* The formation 
of this Society led to a great change and improvement in 
the Association, which in 1833 adopted its entire course 
of exercises. I have made it my invariable practice ta 
attend the meetings of the Association, unless prevented 
by imperious necessity, and have always been treated with 
kindness and respect by the brethren. When it fell to 
them to appoint one of their number to preach the sermon 
before the General Association of Massachusetts, at Wo-^ 
bum, June 1844, I was unanimously chosen, and per* 
formed the service. In three instances I was called upon 
to preach the sermon before the Conference of Essex 
North, viz. : at Newburyport, Bradford and Amesbury. 
By special request, on a sudden emergency in 1821, 1 
preached the sermon before the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, in Park Street Church, Boston, 
being named for that purpose by my College Professor,. 
Eliphalet Pearson, LL. D. The sermon was published 



* The other three members were brothers P^rry, Holbrooke, and Withmgton.. 
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by the Society, and extensively circulated. Among my 
other publications were a Sermon, preached in 1821, at 
the installation of Rev. William Ritchie, of Needham, on 
the Perfect Pattern for Christian Teachers ; a Sketch of 
the Ecclesiastical History of Ipswich, delivered in 1 821 ; 
a Centennial Discourse, delivered before the First Church 
and Congregation in Ipswich, August 10, 1834, two 
hundred years after the gathering of that Church, on the 
Fruits of Congregationalism ; a Sermon on " What dost 
thou here, Elijah ] " preached at Ipswich, January, 1838; 
B Sermon on the Utility of a Permanent Ministry, preached 
in 1839; the last Sermon in the Ancient Meeting-House 
of the First Parish in Ipswich, February 22, 1846 ; and 
the first Sermon in the New Meeting-House of that Par- 
ish, at its Dedication in 1847. 

As it has been interesting to me to preach the gospel, 
BO it has been interesting to aid in preparing young men 
for the ministry. The Education Society, having for its 
object the preparation of pious young men for this work, 
has occupied much of my attention. In repeated instances, 
in concert with my beloved brother Perry, I visited the 
pastors of Essex North, (as I did other men of influence,) 
and addressed their societies in behalf of this object. Of 
the Essex County Education Society, and that of Essex 
North, I have been the Secretary from the formation of 
the former, which was in this town in 1816, till the 
present time, making a period of forty years ; and have been 
accustomed uniformly to present an annual report of that 
Society, with remarks in favor of its object Many of 
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these reports were published in the religious periodicals 
of the day. For my last report, which was before the 
Conference of the Churches at the city of Lawrence, I 
refer you to the Puritan Recorder, of October 25, 1855. 
Immediately on the publication of that report, Rev. 
Increase N. Tarbox, Secretary of the American Education 
Society, sent me the following note, bearing the same date: 
" I am very much obliged for the very earnest and able 
report, presented by you to the Essex North Conference, 
in behalf of the Education Society. It was eminently to 
the point, and must have made a good impression." It is 
pleasant to observe an increase of seven hundred dollars 
the year now passed to the amount contributed in Essex 
North to the Education object. ' The Female Education 
Society in my Parish, with the friend nearest my heart 
at its head, was accustomed for more than thirty years to 
sustain a temporary scholarship, by contributing at least 
$15 annually to its object ; and a sister of the church, a 
widow of fourscore years and ten, bequeathed to this 
object the sum of ;^7,558 72. 

I have taken a deep interest in the cause of education, 
acting as one of the School Committee of this town more 
than forty years, and no small part of that time as Chair- 
man of that Committee, which office I hold the present 
.year. To say nothing of time devoted to the examination 
of teachers, I have, probably, made more than two thousand 
visits to the common schools of the town, beside perform- 
ing the various duties of a Feoffee of the Grammar School, 
and of President of the Trustees of the Female Seminary, 
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during the time it was under the instruction of Miss Z. P. 
Grant. X shall not soon forget the interest I took in the 
Seminary in my address to it at its commencement, in my 
frequent visits in term time, in its pubUc examinations, 
and in delivering from year to year to the young ladies, 
who had completed the entire course of prescribed studies, 
their public testimonials.* 

During my ministry at Ipswich, I attended not less 
than sixty-three ecclesiastical councils, forty-six for the 
purpose of ordaining or installing pastors ; fourteen for 
the purpose of dissolving the pastoral relation ; one for 
organizing a new church ; and two for considering and 
acting upon cases of alleged grievances.f 

To the members of the Church and Society, to whom 
I have sustained the pastoral relation fifty years ; to those 
who have gone from under my ministry into various parts 
of our country and world, some of whom I am happy to 
see this day; to those to whom I have occasionally 
preached the gospel on exchange of pulpits with my 
brethren in the ministry, I would say, bid a cordial wel- 
come to those who bring you good tidings of great joy, 
who publish salvation, who say unto Zion, " Thy God 
reigneth." Listen with attention and delight to the joyful 
messages they proclaim, and yield them the most cheer- 

* As a member of the School Committee I have labored much for the moral 
improyement of the young in all our Schools, cautioning them carefully to avoid 
the yices of the day, especially profane swearing, and exhorting them to practise 
erery Tirtue, and to do all in their power to spread a good moral influence 
through the town and whererer their influence may be felt. 

t Since this sermon was preached, I have assisted in two Ordinations^ one in 
Pryeburg, Me., th« other at Wpbum, Mass. 
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ful and speedy compliance. Heceive with meekness the 
engrafted word which is able to saye your souls. Re- 
member that for every gospel sermon you hear, you must 
give account to Christ on the day of judgment. It is a 
solemn consideration for me to-day, and for those to 
whom I have ministered, as their Pastor, that "we must 
give account on the last great day for the manner in 
which we performed our respective duties, as preacher and 
hearers of the word. 

May the best blessing of Almighty God be upon the 
members of this church and Congregation, and upon him 
who now ministers to them in holy things. May his 
ministry be as pleasant to himself and far more successful, 
than that of his senior brother, or either of his predeces- 
sors. May he have many from among this people, as the 
source of his present and the crown of his everlasting joy. 
May the gospel, which has been proclaimed here almost 
two centuries and a quarter, be proclaimed with increasing 
power and effect till the great day of Zion's millenial 
glory. And may similar success attend the labors of all 
our brethren in ancient Ipswich and its vicinity, and their 
successors. 

To my beloved brethren in the Association of which I 
have been so long a member, I would say, ever regard it 
as a delightful work to preach the gospel of peace, to 
proclaim those glad tidings of great joy, which shall 
ultimately be such to all people. Lift up your happy 
voices in perfect harmony of spirit ; vdth your voices 
together shall you sing ; you will see eye to eye when God 
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shall bring again Zion. A happier association, one whose 
meetings are more pleasant and profitable, I am persuaded 
exists not in this Commonwealth, in New England, in our 
country. Let your hearts be more than ever in your 
work, and your hands will be strengthened by the hands 
of the mighty God of Jacob. By love serve one another. 
IPray one for another. Excuse my familiarity, dear 
brethren, when I say. that since I retired from my 
constant public labors, I have never intentionally suffered 
a day to pass without offering up prayer for my minis- 
terial brethren in general, and for those of our Association 
in particular ; and this course I hope to pursue till I die ; 
and in it let me ask your concurrence. Let your mutual 
affection be like the dew of Hermon. May the work of 
the Lord more and more prosper in your hands ; and 
under your influence, may Essex North be as a garden 
which the Lord's right hand hath planted. May its peace 
be as a river, and its righteousness as the waves of the sea. 
To all my dear brethren in the ministry, I would say, 
remember your responsibility as ambassadors of Christ, 
and deliver his messages faithfully. Shun not to declare 
the whole counsel of God. Preach the pure truths of the 
Bible. Preach the very sentiments Christ preached in his 
personal ministry, and in that of his inspired apostles. 
Preach them in such manner that all, who are accustomed 
to read the sacred scriptures, may know that you present 
pure gospel truth. Preach them plainly, affectionately, 
solemnly, appropriately, and earnestly, in the very spirit 
of Christ, and with entire dependence on his grace for 
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success. To you, my brother, to each of you, brethren, 
let me say, " Be thou faithful unto death, and Christ will 
give thee a crown of life." 

In closing my address the fact occurs to me, that only 
one of my predecessors completed his fiftieth year in the 
pastoral relation to this church, Rev. John Bogers, and 
that he survived that period only three years. This fact 
gives amazing solemnity to the thought, that I am now 
speaking as a dying man. I look upward and see heaven 
open, and hear myriads of happy voices of those redeemed 
from our world by the blood of the Lamb, singing the 
song of redeeming love with unspeakable joy and delight 
I look downward, and see hell open, and hear myriads of 
the lost of the human family in concert with the prince of 
darkness and aU his hosts uttering the most doleful 
lamentations. I look round on this numerous assembly, 
and see hundreds on their way to the world of glory, and 
others on their way to the world of woe. I know and feel, 
that as to myself, eternity is just at hand. And what 
shall I say, and how shall I speak ? Trembling with fear 
for some of you, and actuated by love to all your souls, I 
entreat, I beseech, I conjure you to prepare to meet your 
God, Beceive the glad message of the gospel, offering 
you eternal life — eternal life, purchased by the blood of 
the Son of God. Receive the joyful message of those, 

<< Who bring salyalion on their tongues, 
And words of peace reveal.'' 

As though God spake by me, and he does speak by me, 
as his ambassador, I beseech one and all of you to accept 
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the offered grace. Speaking as a dying man — speaking 
for eternity, I entreat you in Christ's stead, to be recon- 
ciled to God. 

" Seize the kind promise, wliile it waits, 
And march to Zion's heavenly gates ; 
Believe, and take the promised rest, 
Obey, and be forever blest.'* 



APPENDIX. 



A MiNiSTBY of fifty years is so* rare an event at the present day, that 
when it occurs, it is generally regarded as worthy of special commemoration. 
As Eev. Dayid T. Kimball was approaching the fiftieth anniversary of 
his ordination, he received the following letter, requestmg him to deliver 
a discourse on that oocaaon : 

Rev. David T. Kimball : Dear Sir, — The subscribers, residents of 
the town of Ipswich, having derived great pleasure and improvement from 
your ministerial labors in former years, and remembering your exemplary 
and blameless life, and looking forward to the ensuing autumn, as the 
semi-centennial of your ordination, as a congregational minister in Ipswich, 
unite in requesting you to gratify us and your numerous friends by 
delivering a discourse appropriate to such an occasion. We anticipate 
great benefit &om such renewal of holy reminiscences and sanctified 
affections ; and we would like to hear the venerable pastor speak of his 
past labors, of his baptisms, marriages and funerals, and his ministrations 
at the dying beds of the loved and the departed. 

Very respectfully yours, 

JOSIAH CALDWELL, and othew. 

After this, the following letter was sent to the Trustees of the First 
Parish in Ipswich, requesting the use (^ their Meeting House oa the 
occasion of the anniversary. 

Ipswich, August 12, 1666. 
GsNTLEMBN : Some <mths since a paragraph appeared in several of 
the newspapers in this county, mentioning the &ict that the fiftieth 
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anniversary of tbe ordination of Bev. David T. Kimball, as Pastor of 
the First Parish in Ipswich, would occur in October next. 

Since the first appearance of that paragraph, the subject has been 
repeatedly spoken of, and the expectation has been awakened that an 
occurrence so uncommon in the history of our churches will be observed in 
a manner appropriate to the occasion. 

The fiftieth anniversary will occur on the eight day of October next, 
and there is good reason to believe that many of the sons and daughters of 
this ancient town and of the county of Essex, would like to honor the 
occasion by their attendance. 

We therefore respectfully ask you to grant the use of the Meeting House 
for the services of the occasion. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of a pastor is an event of 
rare oocnrrence and of unusual interest. Only two ministers now living in 
this country have been connected with their respective people in their 
pastoral relation fifty years. "We refer to Rev. Mr. Braman of George- 
town, and Eev. Dr. Emerson of Salem. The fiftieth anniversary of the 
ordination of each of these venerable servants of Christ was observed by 
appropriate religious services, in which many of other churches joined and 
took a lively interest. 

The approaching anniversary of our senior pastor's ordination is 
anticipated with equal interest by the clergy and laity generally. 

To the members of our ancient church it will be an occasion invested 
with peculiar interest. All the present members have connected themselves 
with it since the commencement of his ministry ; and many, now residents 
of other places, who entered into covenant with us, feel that they owe their 
conversion under God to his faithful labors as their spiritual teacher. The 
affectionate attachment they felt to him, while with us, they still cherisL 

During a period of more than two hundred and twenty years since the 
organization of our church, only one (Eev. John Kogers) of the long line 
of faithful and devoted pastors who j)receded Mr. Kimball, lived to see 
the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination. 

The occasion we anticipate wi^ bring to mind, with new interest, many 
of those of precious memory who have gone to a brighter world during Mr. 
Kimball's ministry, and who for so long a time loved and esteemed him as 
their friend and pastor, whose labors in their day and in later years have 
been blessed by the great Head of the Church. 

At the celebration of Dr. Emerson's fiftieth anniversary it was voted 
that the Standing Committee, with the Proprietor's Clerk, be a committee 
lo make such arrangements as they may deem expedient. 
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Presuming that yon feel no less interest than we do in the object of this 
communication, we should be most happy to have you act as the committee 
of arrangements, and if desired, we will co-operate with you in making 
Buch arrangements as may be deemed proper and expedient for the 
occasion. 

Have the kindness, gentlemen, to reply to this note within a week, in 
order that seasonable arrangements may be made. 

Very respectfully and truly yours, 

JOSIAH CALDWELL. 
AAEON COGSWELL. 

To this letter the Trustees replied, under date of August 15th, tender- 
ing the use of their house for the purpose mentioned in it. 

Early in September, Mr. Elimball received a letter of invitation to preach 
on the occasion before mentioned, numerously signed by members of his 
church and society. 

The day on its arrival was very pleasant, and the house was filled by a 
very respectable audience. Ministers and laymen from all parts of the 
county and from various parts of our country, and aged men and women in 
great numbers, mingled together in the assembly. Seldom does an occasion 
collect in one place such an amount of intelligence and moral worth. 

The venerable pastor took his place in his pulpit precisely at two 
o'clock, P. M., accompanied by the other ministers of the town, who 
divided with him the public services. 

The assembly being seated in perfect stillness, Mr. Kimball arose and 
observed : 

*' This is a delightful day ; this morning struck me as a fair daughter of 
October 8, 1806. 

'* The occasion is one of solemn interest to some on earth and to some in 
Heaven — to those in Heaven, who were our fellow-worshippers here 
during any part of the last half century, and to those holy men, who stood 
on this watchtower before me. 

'' The first word I ever gave out to be sung in the ancient house on this 
ground, was * Salvation ; ' and one of the first two texts on which I 
preached was, ' Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dweU together in unity ! ' Let salvation be our song, and brotherly 
love our affection to^ay." 

Then followed the Livocation and Reading of the Scriptures, by Bev. 
Jebemiah Ha.nnavosd« 
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Rev. BoBSRT BouTHOATB read for the choir^ 

«« Salvation ! O, the joyful sound — * 

and led in prayer. 

Mr. Kimball then read, 

" How beauteous are their feet, 
Who stand on Zion's hill," etc. 

and delivered his discourse, which ended with the last yerse of the 95th 
Psalm, L. M., — 

** Seise the kind promise while it waits," ete. 

The congregation rose and united in singing that verse in ** Old 
Hundred." 

Rev. Danisl Fitz, Pastor of the South Church in Ipswich, then led in 
prayer. 

The following Hymn was composed for the occasion : 

As Samuel of ancient time, 

With solemn, earnest brow, 
Inquired, « Who've treasure lost, by me ? " 

Thy Servant asketh now. 

While from the depths of many souls 

The same response is heard, 
** In nothing hast thou wronged us, 

In thought, or deed, or word." 

Thy life from early dawn till now 

Uprises in relief, 
A picture wrought in purest gold* 

Chequered with joy and griafl 

As stood another aged saint 

With halo round his brow, 
A beaming light o'er all his frame, 

God's servant standeth now. 

They rest in dust, those godlike men, 

Who fifty years ago, 
Aroxmd this aged Pastor's heart. 

Love's silken cords did throw. 

And some of us with love as true 

As warmed their manhood's breast, 
WiU stay his hands, and cheer his heart, 

Until he joins the blest. 
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These lines were enclosed in the following note : 

Bbt. and Bbloved : Please to accept the inclosed, as a small token of 
the nndying lErienddliip of one, who for many years sat nnder the sound of 
your voice, and who can never cease to rejoice and sympathize with yon in 
every change, and who would gladly scatter roses amid the rough paths, 
over which your aged feet must pass. 

With kindest regards and salutations to Mrs. Kimball and family, 

A PARISHIONER. 

After the performances of the pulpit closed, the Honorable Asahel 
Huntington of Salem, at the request of the Committee of Arrangements, 
consisting of Josiah Caldwell, Samuel N. Baker, Asa Lord, and Aaron 
Cogswell, Esqrs., two of whom are members of the Church, and all of 
whom are members of the Parish, took the chair, and spoke as follows : 

Zadtes utuI Gentlemen: 1 feel highly gratified and honored by the 
invitation of your committee of arrangements, to be present on this 
jubilee of the First Church in Ipswich ; and to participate in the proceed- 
ings here designed to mark and signalize an important epoch in your 
history — one of the stages in the life of this ancient church, — as well as 
to testify the respect, affection and high regard which this people especially, 
and the people of neighboring churches, and congregations, cherish for 
your excellent and venerable pastor, who has here run his circle of fifty 
years' ministry, and who, afiber such a service, and such a life of labor and 
toil, stands before you to-day, with his eye scarcely dimmed, or his natural 
force abated. Sueh an event, so rare in its occurrence, as that which you 
this day celebrate — the fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of your 
pastor — is one most fit and proper to be especially recognized, and duly 
commemorated. It marks an epoch in your local and ecclesiastical history, 
which should not be suffered to pass, without a suitable and appreciative 
testimonial of those faithful and devoted, christian and pastoral ministrations, 
in word, life and doctrine, which have distinguished a service and ^career, 
now so protracted. 

The First Church in Ipswich, is one of our ancient institutions, and its 
history is replete with men and events, which such an occasion as this ia 
well adapted to bring forth from the records and traditions of the past, for 
the instruction and guidance of the present generation. We shall find in 
this history, and in the history of most of our early churches, reasons and 
inducements, which should incline us all to regard the christian ministry, 
more as an accredited, permanent and established institution, to be built up 
and fortified, more and more in all its defaces, and ia all its means and 
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metliods of influence and usefolness, and to be continued at all times, with 
the fewest possible interruptions, in the order of its succession ; and less in 
the light of a series of fragmentary services and labors, under a succession 
of administrations, often changing to suit the eyer varying currents in the 
popular mind, or the caprices, impulses or passions, that may happen to 
rule the hour. So thought your fathers, as we this day commemorate the 
(dxth pastorate covering the lapse of fifty years, which has occurred within 
your ancient limits. We doubt, if many towns in the Commonwealth, 
large or small, can produce such a record as this. You have here given 
good men a chance to live and work fifty years in the ministry. And if 
they have not all lived and worked so long, it has been through no fault or 
waywardness of yours. 

The old New England regime in respect to the christian ministry, was 
one of stability and permanence. In the ealier and better days of our his- 
tory^— better in this regard, I am sure — they settled ministers of the 
gospel. They were then fixtures, institutions, establishments having a 
local habitation and namCy and not migratory, roving and ephemeral, as we 
too often witness in these modem days. 

Under the old regime, which came down, and into the present century, 
as a token and earnest of the permanence of the pastoral relation, they not 
only made a life contract with the minister, but they sealed and bound this 
contract with what was called a settlement, in the nature either of a pecu- 
niary endowment, or an endowment in lands or other estate. This was 
something for the minister to start in life upon, and also to indicate to him 
that he was thus bound to his people, as well as they to him. 

This earlier and better practice of the fathers was founded on the nature, 
objects and purposes of the christian ministry, and on the idea, that these 
objects and purposes will be better and more effectually accomplished by 
permanence, than by change. They considered, and wisely considered, 
that time is necessary for any minister, under any, even the most favorable 
circumstances, to get a real and strong hold on the confidence, affection and 
respect of his people. Eeal confidence is a plant of slow growth between a 
minister and people, as well as between individuids. This sentiment cannot 
be felt in its full force and ^ect, before there is a thorough and mutual 
knowledge between the parties. Now it is obvious, than when this relation 
of mutual confidence and respect between a pastor and his people is once 
fully established, it is in and of itself, a great moral power ^ and you lose that 
power and means of influence by sundering it, and instituting a new one. 
Here is a positive loss. No matter where that minister goes. He is 
obliged to go through another probationary process, before he can acquiie, 
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in any new field of labor and service, the same hold wliich he relinquished 
in the old one. In other words, a man must stand still somewhere — must 
be somewhere — in some place — in order to make himself felt — in order 
to the full exercise and development of his powers ; and this is eminently 
true of the christian ministry, and our fathers practised upon this idea, and 
profited under it, by having an able, successful, permanent and influential 
ministry. 

Your church is a distinguished one ; and the pastorate of Eev. David 
T. Kimball will form an important and instructive period in its annals. 
For fifty years he has stood upon this ancient watchtower, going in and out 
before his own people in aU manner of faithful and christian services and 
duties ; and his name and character are known and respected in all the 
neighboring churches^ and in all the circles of his influence, which such a 
life and ministry cannot fail to create and extend. And most fitting and 
beautiful is this spectacle now, for his people and friends to come together, 
and by solemn acts of prayer and praise, and by joyful gratulations, to 
crown such a ministry, and such a faithful servant of Christ, with all due 
acknowledgments, and all grateful memories. In doing this, you honor 
yourselves, as well as your aged and venerable pastor, who has served you 
so long and so well. You especially honor your ancestry, by this offering 
and testimonial to your fathers' minister. He has served here from gene** 
ration to generation. He was called here in his freshness and youth, by 
those of your kindied and blood, who have long since passed from these 
scenes. He was cherished and sustained by them, and highly appreciated 
for his work's sake. When in maturer years, and in the ripeness of his 
manhood, he still served at these altars, and approved himself as a good 
workman, who had no need to be ashamed. He labored here in word, and 
in doctrine, and by a good example. He has buried the dead here of|| suc- 
cessive generations. He has ministered here in your seasons of joy, as 
well as of sorrow ; has received the pledges of your mutual affection and 
love, in binding your fathers and mothers, your husbands and wives, and 
your sons and daughters in the holy bonds of wedlock, and he has fed you 
and yours, and the generations of your flesh and blood before you, with 
the bread and waters from the great fountains of life and truth. Well 
may you, therefore, of this generation, one and all, here, and to-day, rise 
up as one man, and call him blessed, and implore upon him and for him, 
the richest of Heaven's blessings, during the remaining years, longer or 
shorter, of his earthly pilgrimage. 

After this opening address, Mr. Huntington said he had been called 
upon unexpectedly to himself to preside on the present occasion, and thus 
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to take the place which properly belonged to his excellent friend, Josiah 
Caldwell Esq., the Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, and one 
of the respected brethren of this church, who, he regretted to say, on 
acoonnt of temporary indisposition, felt unable to perform this service. 

He had been furnished by the Committee, under whose appointment he 
acted, with a list of the names of gentlemen present, who were expected 
and desired to favor the assembly with remarks suggested by the time and 
occasion ; and he should have the pleasure to call upon them in order. 

And first in order, and first in all the proprieties of the place and occa- 
non, he would call upon a gentleman before him, bearing an honored name 
in the ministry of this ancient town — a name known, loved and respected 
in this place and all the region round about, in the characters, services and 
ministerial lives of the father and the son for the greater part of a century. 
He need not say that he refers to the venerable and reverend Dr. Daniel 
Dana, of Newburyport, a native of this town, and son of the Rev. Dr. 
Joseph Dana, who ministered in the high places here, and who on the 8th of 
October, 1806, gave the Right Hand of Fellowship to him whose fiftieth 
anniversary we this day celebrate. 

On this call, Dr. Dana, arose, and, having stated in reply, that his 
feebleness of voice and general health obviously precluded any lengthened 
observations, added substantially as follows : 

He was highly gratified in perceiving the unimpaired vigor of his friend, 
Mr. Kimball ; that he was deeply interested in the minute historical detail 
which he had given ; and was specially delighted with the excellent chris- 
tian spirit which had pervaded all the exercises. May the blessings of 
mutual love and christian union long be the happy portion of all con- 
cerned. 

In allusion to the remarks of the Chairman on the superior value of a 
permanent ministry in comparison with one attended with frequent changes. 
Dr. Dana observed, that those remarks had the entire concurrence of his 
understanding and heart ; confident as he was that they were grounded on 
sober truth and long experience. The judicious friends of religion must 
have observed within the last twenty years a great departure in this respect 
from the practice of former times. The consequence has been that minifr 
ters have lost a portion of their influence, and the churches a share of that 
edification, which they otherwise might have enjoyed. He was utterly 
averse to remarking severely on his ministerial brethren ; but a portion of 
the laity had done this already ; and some had even declared that ministers 
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are up at auotion. But the subject is painful, and will not be further 
pursued. 

The Chatrmaic then said, he was happy to see before him another vene- 
rable father in the ministiy — and father of ministers — now enjoying 
a vigorous and green old age, with the respect, confidence and gratitude of 
the whole community, for whose interests and good he has devoted a Icmg 
life of fiuthful and laborious service. He referred to the Eev. Dr. 
Lyman Beecher, from whom the assembly would be most happy to bear. 

Dr. BsscHEB then spoke in very strong terms of his deep interest in the 
occasion. He said it was worth a journey of a thousand miles to be present. 
He referred at some length to occurrences in his own history as a pastor, of 
which he was reminded this day ; and concluded with the remark, that 
there must be trials and conflicts in the world, but these would end in a 
glorious victory of truth and righteousness. 

The Chaibman then said it was quite time to hear from the sister church 
on the other side of the river, the Seuth Church in Ipswich. And, seeing 
the head and representative of that church before him, the Eev. Mr. Fitz» 
he was happy to introduce him to the assembly, although in this place, and 
in such a presence, he required no introduction. 

B^v. Dahiel Fitz responded as follows : 

Mr. Chcdrman : Though I did not expect to be called upon so early, if 
at all, to make remarks, while so many distinguished and venerable mea 
are present ; I cannot refrain from speaking, when so kindly invited on an 
occasion so unusual and of so much interest. 

There is a special propriety in an observance like this. We are nattt- 
rally inclined at such a period to revert to the past, and to dwell on the 
preserving goodness of our God. The men who are permitted to preach 
the gospel for half a century, are monuments of the divine care and favor. 
Their reminiscences of all the way in which they have been led,, must be 
a source of great interest and of much comfort to them, as the shades of the- 
evening of life begin to gather around them, and as they gain a clearer 
perception of &e reward awaiting them before our Heavenly Father's 
throne. 

It becomes me, Mr. Chairman, to cherish a special interest in these 
passing scenes, because &e pastors of these churches are, from their loca- 
tion, and other circumstances, very intimately oonneeted. It has been the- 
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practice for a long course of years, wben a pastor was to be settled over 
one of these churches, for the pastor of the other church to present him 
the Right Hand of Fellowship. In accordance with this practice our yener' 
able friend, who has delivered us his fijftieth anniversary discourse to-day, 
gave me this token of christian confidence and affection. He remarked 
that his hand was sustained by the hearts of a people to whom he had 
ministered nearly twenty years. The bare mention of so long a period 
under those solemn circumstances made a deep impression on my mind. It 
did not then seem to me that my own ministry here could reach a period of 
twenty years. But, Mr. Chairman, in the good providence of our God, 
my thirtieth anniversary took place June 28th, of the present year. 

During the period in which my elder brother and myself have thus 
labored, side by side, we have preached in each other's pulpits about one 
bundred times. We have preached some one hundred and fifty preparatoiy 
lectures for each other. We have met nearly one hundred times at the 
Quarterly Fasts, which have been held successively almost a century in the 
four churches of ancient Ipswich. Thus have we many times gone to the 
house of God in company, and united amid religious solemnities. We 
bave occasionally been together on marriage occasions, and oftener have we 
mingled our sympathies and our tears at the houses of mourning and death. 

The review of all these scenes on this solemn day cannot but come up to 
our minds with fresh interest. 

I most sincerely desire for our friend that he may richly enjoy the 
consolations of that gospel he has so long and so faithfully preached, and 
that finally he may receive the reward of a devoted servant in the kingdom 
of our God. I most heartily desire also that the best of Heaven's blessings 
may rest on our younger brother, who now statedly ministers at this altar 
of our God. After turning many to righteousness, after a long and sue* 
cessfrd ministry, may he receive his immortal crown I 

The Chaisman. I have on my list the name of the Rev. Charles 
Cleveland, the venerable city missionary of Boston. Here it may not be 
inappropriate to advert to another gentleman of the same name and blood, 
who labored as a gospel minister within the limits of this ancient town, 
with great acceptance and success during the latter part of the last century, 
and who closed his service on earth more than fifty years ago. I refer to the 
Rev. John Cleaveland of Chebacco Parish, now Essex, who was celebrated 
in his day and generation for his zeal, ability and abundant labors in the 
cause of his country and of his divine Master — a true patriot in the days 
of the revolution, and a chaplain in the army, and who after the peace 
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resumed here the ministry of peace and good will among his people and 
among the sister churches. He came to this place from the neighboring 
State of Connecticut, (which gave birth also to the elder Dr. Dana and 
the Eey. Levi Fnsbie,) when a young man, haying been expelled from the . 
senior class of Yale College for the grave offence of attending, in vacationy 
in his native town, a religious meeting of what were called in the time of 
Whitefield, the " New Lights " — so obnoxious to the then standing order 
of this land of steady habits. This was his sole offence.' He was in all 
respects a young man of unblemished character and of ardent piety. It is 
interesting to remark that a grandson of Father Cleaveland, of Chebacco, 
as he is yet called by elderly people, the Eev. Dr. Elisha L. Cleaveland, 
is now, and for a quarter of a century has been, a most useful and respected 
pastor in New Haven^ Conn., the seat of that celebrated college, which 
did such gross injustice to his grandfather in 1745. 

After this digression, I have pleasure in calling upon the Rev. gentle- 
man to whom I first referred. 

Bbv. Chakles Cleveland replied as follows : 

Honored and Dear Brother and Chairman : With heartfelt pleasure I 
accept your invitation to speak on this highly interesting and joyous occa- 
sion. The term oi jifiy years has passed away, as with a flood, since the 
happy day when our beloved brother took upon himself, under divine 
counsel, the pastorship of this church. ** Where are they? With the 
years beyond the flood." How, dear brethren, have we improved them ? 
Let each one answer for himself. One thing is certain — *' The time that 
bears no &uit deserves no name." We have both reason and scripture in 
eonfirmalion of this truth. 

Li contemplating the uniform tenor of the life of our " brother beloved," 
his strong faith, unremitted zeal in preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
his unwearied labors to promote the best interests of his flock, and his 
unceasing prayers for the building up of Zion, not an individual, acquainted 
with the history of the church, will call in question. 

Under the gracious counsel of the Good Shepherd, has he not, as a work- 
man needing not to be ashamed, proved himself faithful to his charge? 
Has he not labored with prayer, as one regarding the soul as precious ? 
And may we not, in undiminished confidence in his willingness to spend 
and be spent in the cause of truth, say of him, *' He that winneth souls is 
wise" ? To whom can we, with higher evidence of his devotedcess to the 
interests of Zion, apply the words of the apostle, *^ I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified ?" Have 
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you not enjoyed seawms of great encouragement, that the Lord would, in 
answer to fervent and e£^taal prayer, " appear in hiB glory and build up 
Zion ?" Have you not found the heart filled with holy aspirationa of love 
and praiae to the hearer of prayer, when witnessmg the deaoent of our Lord 
in the power of his gospel, like rain upon the mown grass, as showers that 
water the earth ? When you have heard one and another say to his fellow- 
onnerSy " Come, let us go up the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob, for he will teach us his ways, and we wiU walk in his paths," 
have not your hearts leaped with joy? Under all these happy reflections, 
eyidenoes of divine mercy to lost souls, shall we not to our latest day esteem 
him, whose prayers and labors have been abundant, '' very highly for his 
works' sake?" 

Surviving members of this church cannot be unmindful of their indebt- 
edness to him, with whom is *' the residue of the Spirit " in view of " times 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord," when such numbers submitted 
to the invitations of the gospel from the lips of our brother, and could 
individually adopt the words of Mary, '• My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God, my Saviour." Blessed be God that 
" His word shall not return unto him void." Well might our reverend 
broths have addressed the church at the hour of his relinquishing his 
piblic services among them, on this wise, '* My witness is in Heaven, and my 
record on high, and I take you to record this day, that I have not shunned 
to declare to you all the counsel of God ; " and he might have added, *' I 
have not ceased to warn every one night and day with tears " of inwrought 
affection, passing upon them the importance of an unreserved oonsecration 
of their hearts and lives to him, whom the prophet with the eye of faith 
points out, as ** having spoken in righteousness and mighty to save," and 
whom Saint John so beautifolly represents as inviting all who are athirst 
to "take of the water of life freely." I would respectfully ask each 
humble follower of the Lamb, whether, while listening to the details of 
lobars given in the discourse of our good brother, he found not his heart 
overwhelmed with wonder and admiration, and with the most grateful 
emotions toward Him, whose banner of love had been epread ov^ his 
servant during the whole term of his ministry. 

My heart often rejoices, when looking back to the year 1830, when the 
frindows of Heaven were opened, and a rich blessing was poured out upon 
the people of these Parishes. Memory lights upon that season with pecidiar 
associations and delight Myself and beloved wife, (now with the ranscnned 
above.J were permitted to visit this town, and to pass a few weeks witb 
brethren Kimball and Fits. Under their counsd, I visited fsEynilies and 
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attended neighboiliood meeiangs ; nor can the iBmembrance of those Ticnts 
and meetings bat fill my soul with emotions oi gratitude and praise to oar 
Heavenly Father, who gave as fkvor with eveiy &mily «nd individual 
wherever oar footsteps were directed. Sach manifest tokens of the divine 
presence were traly refreshing to oar spirits. In the departure of valued 
kindred and friends since that happy season, we are all reminded of our 
own approach toward the house appointed for all the living ! " How swift 
the shuttle flies that weaves our shroud." 

In the protracted term of your ministry, dear brother, many and paaiifiil 
trials have been allotted you ; but you well know that, ** Whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth." Not a trouble has either of us met, but took us in 
ibe right way to a city of habitation. The pillar ot cloud is aa sure a guide 
to the christian pilgrim, as the piUar of fire. Our elder brother, though 
he was a son, learned obedience by the things which he suffered ; why 
then, G&ould we expect exemption ? How consoling to the mind the truth 
that we are under tiie discipline of one who knows our frame, and rememr 
bers that we are dust, and in all fiiithfulness " maketh sore and bindeth up, 
woundeth, and his hands make whole." 

« O let me climb those higher skies. 
Where storms and darkness never rise ! 
There Christ displays his powers abroad. 
And riiinet and reigns th' incarnate Qod." 

I am constrained, in justice to my beloved brother, to say, that, if my 
labors in the ministry, — commenced at a late period of life, or on the missdon. 
ary field, — have been blessed of God, to the benefit of souls in the last 
twenty-six years, such success waa given in answer to many prayers of the 
saints, on whose hearts the worth of a soul sank deep. Among the praying 
ones, none were more affectionate and fervent, among ourselves, none more 
judicious than brother Kimball. A letter of his to Bev. Dr. Wisner, 
dated August 7, 1830, which I have always afi^tionately cherished and 
recently read with tears, had an important bearing upon all my after expe- 
rience and usefulness up to this, my eighty-fifth year, being the means of 
placing me in my present position, which I would not exchai^e with the 
minister of the fattest parish in New England ; for in my labors, I am 
independent ; into whatever house I please I enter. My father Tread- 
well was accustomed to say, " The people would like to have Hancock for 
governor, if they could govern Hancock." So, many are willing to have a 
minister over them, if they can govern the minister. 

Brethren have spoken upon a subject, which has for many years occupied 
ft portion of my time and attention, cauang not a little embarrassment t^ 
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the spirit The topic of a permanent ministry cannot be one of cool 
indifference to those who '' pray for the peace of Jerusalem — peace be 
within her walls and prosperity irithin her palaces." In modem days the 
4i.Yerage term of settlement of a pastor may not, I think, exceed seven 
years. How &r such frequent dissolution of solemn covenant between 
pastor and church may operate to the enlargement of Christ's kingdom, 
let the experience of our churches testify. In former days it was under- 
stood by the pastor and church, that a violation of contract by either party 
waB highly reprehensible, and that it ought not to be countenanced for a 
moment. As soon, at that day, would the marriage contract have been dis- 
regarded, as a proposition be favored violating a solemn covenant between a 
church and pastor. Surely, the removals of ministers from church to church 
must be discountenanced altogether before we may expect wide-spread 
revivals. 

Dear brother, be not at any tune cast down. The Psahnist enjoins it 
upon us to bless the Lord at cUl times. We will do so, never su£^ring our 
hands to hang down, nor our knees to become feeble, but confiding 
unwaveringly in the blessed promise of truth itself, *' Lo I am with you 
to the end of the world," and adoring the Father of mercies for the 
thousands of precious assurances from the Fountain of wisdom 
and mercy. 

Doubtless, the ardor of the spirit of our dear brother, with his well-known 
attachment to his accustomed labors, have gained strength from his an- 
ticipation of meeting in heaven many precious souls, called, sanctified, 
justified and glorified through his instrumentality. Whenever it shall 
please Heaven to terminate the journey of our brother, I think we may 
conclude, without a shadow of doubt, that he may adopt the language of 
his divine Master, when about parting with his disciples, '* Father, I have 
glorified thee on the earth ; I have finished the work which though gavest 
me to do, and now I come to thee ! " That my beloved brother may thus 
depart, having foretaste of heaven, at whatever hour his Gtx)d Master may 
oall, is the fervent prayer of one who has never ceased to love him in time ; 
but infinitely more pure will be the love of one reedemed soul to another in 
eternity. 

The Chaibman. I have pleasure in calling another venerable father of the 
ministry in these churches, whose works praise him, and will continue to 
praise him, who has lived long enough to survive the name of the town in 
which he was settled, and who, having been ordained to his work in the 
town of Bradford^ now finds himself in the town of Groveland, althou^ stiU 
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nunistermg to the same church and people. I introduce to 70U Bev. Dr. 
Gardner B. Perry, of Groyeland. 

Dr. Pebry replied as follows : 

Mr, President: Considering the time already expended in these 
exercises, and the parts we have reason to befieve are still to be introduced, 
I could my no means justify myself in doing more than by a tew words ta 
identify myself with an occasion as important and pleasing as the present* 
I should, however, be unwilling to have this day pass without saying 
something, that in future time it might be known that I was present on 
iliis occasion, and in the fiilness of my heart bore at least a humble testi- 
mony to the intellectual, moral and religious worth of one whom I have for 
many years numbered among my most esteemed friends. 

Living as I did, in early life, at a distance from brother Kimball, and 
receiving my education, both classical and professional, at different institu- 
tions, I never met with him to form an acquaintance till after my settlement 
in the place where I now reside. This brought me into near neighborhood 
of brother Kimball's paternal home, and where many of his family connexions 
still reside. This last fact^ with others which need not be recited, brought 
us frequently together. A pleasing acquaintance followed, which sooi| 
ripened into great intimacy ; and brother Kimball will, I hope, excuse me 
if I add, into much good will and mutual confidence. It will not, I trust, 
be regarded as irrelevant, when I add that this same feeling has extended 
itself to our families, or express my obligation to his worthy companion alid 
other members of the family, for the kindness and attention I have ever 
received from them. 

Brother Kimball has been favored with physical strength, and a capacity 
for endurance above the common lot of men ; his mental vigor has compared 
well with his bodily strength ; and it may be said with much confidence 
that with him these talents have not been suffered to lie unoccupied. He 
has been a working-man, beginning early, working diligently, and continu- 
ing long in the vineyard. His manner of life in this respect, has been 
exemplary and exciting. I have often felt its strong influence, and have, 
been moved thereby to new exertions; and others have felt the same 
healthful influence. I feel happy in saying that his natural strength haa 
scarcely abated, and that for days, not a few, he has the prospect of con- 
tinuing in ministerial labor beyond what many others could well endure, 
who would call him a used up man. 

Mr. Kimball is constitutionally a retiring man. He has never sought 
great things to himself, nor desired the praise of men ; yet, when called to 
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the more elevated services of his profession, he has given abundant evidence 
that he was able to^walk on the high places of the earth. 

I have already observed that he was a diligent man. The demands of 
his professional life, whether public or private, have been promptly met. 
The widow and fittherless have been visited in their afflictions, while 
laborious preparations have been made for the instroction of the great 
oongregation. Few ministers have written more sermons, or bestowed more 
labor upon them. Who that has heard them, is not ready to say, that 
they are well adapted to promote the great woik in which he is engaged f 
There is one characteristic in Mr. Kimball's public services, whidi I think 
it well to notice, which is, that his sermons are always better aa they 
advance. Every one is conscious of a gro^g appreciation, as the speaker 
advances. This very extensively produces a feeling of regret when the 
service closes, all wishing that he had added, at least another observation 
to those already made. 

Brother Kimball is a punctual man, faithful to his appointaent. As an 
illustration, I will remark, that for many years I was associated with him 
in the business of the Education Socie^, when it embraced the whole 
county^ and also after its restrictions to the northern part. During this 
time he never failed in an appointment, nor at the annual meeting came 
unprepared with a report carefully made out. His reports were often 
extended to a considerable length, were directed to different bearings and 
responsibilities of the Society, and, if brought together, would make a 
volume filled with important truths and practical instruction ; and I must 
regard it as no small loss to the religious world that they should be hid in 
the depository of finished business, comparatively unknown and unread. 

Mr. Kimball has also been the permanent Secretary of the Association 
in this part of the county. The accuracy and regultirity in which he has 
kept the records, and conducted the correspondence of that body, has 
greatly contributed to the comfort and convenience of all parties concerned, 
but must have devolved much labor and anxiety on his part. I will add 
forther that every public effi)rt which has promised good, has be^i aided by 
him, either by encouraging words, personal labor, or pecuniary bestowment. 

To go a little out of the circle of his profession, I will, as an illustration. 
Utate, that very early after the organization of the Teachers' Association, 
(believed to be the first (organization of the kind ever instituted in the 
Union,) when few only could be prevailed on to fevor the operation, Mr. 
Kimball, who had himself been an. able and successful instructor, readily 
yielded to the request of the Society to lecture before it. This he did mih 
ability and peculiar aceeptiEifice ; and he has cm many occasions since, eitlier 
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by lectures or oorsory remarks, yery essen^aUy strengdiened the liands and 
encouraged the hearts of the members of an institution, which deserves the 
encouragement of an inteUigent and virtuous community. 

Mr. Kimball has been an early and constant supporter of the temperance 
cause, lending his influence and giving his labor and contributions to 
promote it at a period when, in popular feeling, attachment to the cause did 
not add to a man's public reputation. Times have changed^ men's senti- 
ments have also changed on many subjects, on none more than in relation 
to the temperance cause and operations. Brother Kimball took his stand 
in fiivor of the reform, when it was a cause generally spoken against; 
when many doubted and some feared, he came forward and has continued 
a firm supporter of an instrumentality, which is now allowed to have 
effected great good. 

Did time admit, I would gladly adduce other specifications, which might 
woU be regarded as concurrent with this occasion ; but I must pass them 
over and content myself with a single remark, relative to the results of a 
permanent ministry. These are such as, I think, will finally commend 
themselves to all wise and considerate men. The more this subject is 
agitated, the more favor it will gain, till all will become of one heart and 
one mind ; and the enlightened of every people will say that brother 
Kimball, notwithstanding any favorable opportunities presenting themselves 
for his removal, did well to cherish his first love, to keep while he might, 
his first ministerial charge. His prolonged ministry here, and his sermon 
on the Utility of a Permanent Ministry, extenavely circulated, will be a 
source of spiritual good to many in this region, and a standing memorial in 
time to come of the utility of such a ministry. 

The CnAiRMAy. I have on my list the name of another gentleman, now 
among the elders in the ministry of these churches, who was ordained to 
his work in the place then recently vacated by the death of the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Spring, of precious memory, Decamber 10, 1819, the very day I 
went to Newburyport to commence the study of my profession, and on 
whose public ministrations it was my privilege to attend during my resi- 
dence in that town — a period of nearly three years. I refer to Rev. Dr. 
Dimmick, of Newburyport, whose voice we shall all be happy to hear again. 

Rev. Dr. Dimmick responded to this call in the following terms : 

Mr. Chairman : The occasion which has brought us together, is one 
awakening mingled emotions. It reminds us impressively of the flight of 
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time. We are all on the stream that bears na toward the great ocean ; 
sometimes meandering, it may be» between flowery banks and outspread 
laVms, and with overhanging forest branches ; sometimes throng mountain 
gorges, with scenes sublime and fearful, and the dark angiy waters plung- 
ing beneath us ; but under all circumstamces moving rapidly to the 
shoreless expanse — Eternity. Our firiend, a little while ago, was a youth, 
^ding on the harness to do battle m the holy warfare. To-day he is an 
old man, celebrating his jubilee. 

Mr. •* Chairman, the ancients had a maxim, that no man could he prO" 
nounced happy before he was dead. While he was alive, a part of life's 
battle was yet to be fought ; n part of life's dangers were yet to be encoun- 
tered ; a part of life's burdens were yet to be borne ; and who could be 
sure, that in some of the exigencies before him, he would not fail ? that his 
courage, or his wisdom, or his integrity, would not, under some trial, desert 
him, and he be left to do that, over which his own heart and the heart of 
friends would be compelled to grieve ? Who could assure him that the 
fairest morning, that the most unclouded noontide sun, would not, ere it 
should set, be obscured by mists and vapors ; that it would not, instead of 
going down amidst blazing glories, sink to the horizon, shrouded in dark- 
ness and gloom ? Humanity, sir, is frail. In this state of flesh and blood, 
of temptation, conflict, trials without and trials within, it is never entirely safe. 

Our friend, sir, to whom our congratulations are this day given, is in 
many respects a happy man. He is happy in the sound health and vigor 
of constitution which remain to him after fifty years of service in his master's 
cause. Few men at the end of half a century of active life are so highly 
favored in this respect. He is happy in the early influences which ear- 
rounded him, and the training he received, to which he has referred us in 
his discourse this day. He is happy in the location, which the great Dis- 
poser of events assigned him ; — in this ancient and venerable church and 
society, which has held fast the faith from the beginning, and which has 
ever been one of the most honorable and eligible positions in our Zion ; 
and in the amount of labor he has been permitted to perform, and the soo- 
cess which the Great Head of the Church has granted him. He is happy 
in having the companion of his days, the object of his first love, who has 
travellepL with him life's journey in affection and fidelity, still by his ade, 
and his children clustering around him, on whom he can lean in his declin- 
ing days. He is happy in the mutual sympathy and regard, which have 
generally existed between him and his people during his protracted minis- 
try among them. He is happy in the congratulations of many friends, as 
at this day. 
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But, Mr. Chairman, our friend^ after 9II, cannot be pronounced wfaollj 
a liappy man. A part of life's battle is yet to be fon^t. A man's last 
acts sometimes cast a shade back over all his previous course. I speak 
these things, not because I have any special apprehension in the present 
case. I have known our firiend for many years. I have great confidenee 
in him. But these are things which we should all keep in mind, while we 
are connected with this imperfect state of existence. 

Mr. Chairman, it may be said of every man, that he is building his own 
monument. He be^s to build it, when he begins to act in responsible 
life ; and he ceases not building it till he is dead. Every act adds some- 
thing to the structure. May our firiend have aid from on high, well and 
worthily to carry through the work, which has proceeded thus far under 
his hands. May his life be prolonged. May the days that remain to him 
be sunny, peaceful days — cheerful and useful days. And when the cap- 
stone is to be put upon the piUar, may it be with shoutings to the grace 
that has ^ven the victory, and opened a door to the realms of immortality. 

The Chairman next introduced to the audience Bev. Calvin E. Stowb^ 
Professor of the Theological Seminary, Andover, by an allusion to his 
position and services in the cause of learning and religion, who spoke in 
substance as follows : 

When I first heard of this jubilee I determined to attend it ; and the 
invitation, so kindly extended to me by the committee of arrangemei^ts, 
only confirmed a purpose previously formed. For this determination I had 
two reasons ; the one a general, the other a particular one. My general 
reason was the great respect I have always felt for the old Puritan churches 
of New England, especially for the old churches of eastern Massachusetts 
and Essex county, where I have been most acquainted. After having 
travelled over the best portion of civilized Christendom, and had opportu- 
nity to become ^miliar with all grades of society from the lowest to the 
highest, my convictions are settled that nowhere on earth is there a state of 
society on the whole more desirable, that nowhere on earth are the great 
.body of the people more comfortable, intelligent and well-behaved, and 
ministers more diligent, faithful and useful, than those in connexion with 
the old Puritan churches of New England, of which the churches in Essex 
county are in general a really genuine specim^i. 

And why should it not be so ? Never were churches founded by better men; 
never have churches grown up under better auspices. Our Puritan ancestors 
were pious, honest, fearless, energetic, determined, enlightened men. They 
had great ideas, and they came here to this then forbidding and frightfol 
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wildemess fbr the very purpose of realizing tbose ideas in the daily practice 
of actual life. And they did it. Amid hardships incredible and difficulties 
apparently insurmountable, and with no more of imperfection than pertains 
to the best of human endeavors, they wrought out a condition of society 
better than had ever existed before ; and we^ their descendants, must be 
base and degenerate indeed, if we have not so fen profited by the sufierings 
and labors of those who have gone before us,>es to stand at least as high 
among the men of our time as they stood among the men of theirs. I will 
not carry out the comparison in detail, partiy because I have no time, and 
partly because I fear too close a scrutiny might sometwhat disturb our self- 
complacency. Enough, that in consequence of the inheritance we have 
received fix)m our fathers, our present condition, as christian communities, 
is religiously and intellectually, socially and phydcally, not inferior to that 
of any, even the most favored people at present living on the face of tiie globe. 

My personal reason for attending here to-day, is the strong personal 
regard I have for your pastor, whose jubilee we this day celebrate. In tiie 
year 1819 I was a student of Bradford Academy, a careless, irreli^us 
boy, with no religious Mth of my own, and very much distrusting Um 
cdnccrity of the religious faith of others. Your pastor preached tiiere one 
Sunday on exchange. There was nothing in his sermons tiiat I attended to 
particularly or remembered ; but there was sometiiing in his prayers that 
impressed me. I could not help feeling, '* That man is edncere; he believes 
what he says ; there may be something after all, in a religious faith, some- 
thing which I have never felt. If so, of what moment tiiat I should know 
it, and appropriate it." The idea never left me. Combined witii other 
causes, it put me on a process of earnest inquiry, deepening conviction, and 
incessant prayer. The struggle never ceased till I myself attained a relig- 
ious futh, which was a sincere, a settied, and I trust, in some measore, a 
living Mth. tn that faith, tiux)ugh various viciadtudes, I have been calm, 
undisturbed, and happy for more than thirty years ; and in that faith I 
expect to live and die. Ever since then, when I have looked on father 
Kimball, I have thought of the time when I had no fidth ; and how his 
mmple, unconscious sincerity was a means of helping me to attain a treasure 
infinitely more precious than all the honors, riches and pleasures of this 
mortal life. 

Your pastor has had a long, honored, and successful ministry among 
you. How has he acquired and sustained the position he holds ? He has 
made no pretension to great intellectual endowments ; he has never culti- 
vated the winning arts of the finished orator ; he has never labored for the 
charms and graces of literature ; he has never borne himself as hetn^ a lord 
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over God^s heritage. Whence then his influence and his power? It has 
oome from that same quality which impressed me in my thoughtless youth. 
He has always been a sincere, good man. He has believed and therefore 
spoken; and his people have always known, that just as he has believed/ 
just so exactly has he spoken. He himself in his clooet tasted the powers of 
the world to come, and then in his ministrations, public and private, he 
brought those powers to bear on the minds of his people. By a course of 
constant, diligent, unobtrusive, whole-hearted labor of which the five hui^ 
dred pastoral visits in a year are a specimen, he has reared to himself, or 
rather to his God and Saviour, an enduring monument in the afiection 
and confidence of all who know him. 

What then is the true secret of success in the ministry, and of prosperity 
in the church ? It is not talents, it is not eloquence, it is not Uterature, 
it is not wealth, it b not secular power ; though these are all very impor- 
tant in their place. It is sincerity, truth and goodness. These are the 
essential elements of ministerial usefulness and church prosperity. It is to 
make the right profession, and to believe and act as we profess. 

Our fathers had their failings, and were rather rough and untasteful in 
their ways ; but they were true men and men of truth, and hence their 
success. And in order to fulfil the commission which they have left us, we 
must in this respect be like them. 

The Chairman. It is highly fitting and proper, that the old Tabeniaole 
in Salem should speak for itself on this occasion. Seeing here the pastor 
of that church and the son of a former and distinguished pastor, whose 
praise is, and will long continue to be in all the churches, and who was ihe 
early associate and friend of the venerable &ther, whose fiftieth anniversary 
we this day celebrate, it is eminently appropriate, that this son should be 
beard here, as the representative of such a pulpt. 

The Bev. Samubl M. Wobgkstsb, D. D., pastor of that church, res- 
ponded as follows : 

In my early manhood, Mr. President, Dr. Lyman of Hatfield, gave me 
hiB hand, saying, *' Thine own firiend and thy father's friend forsake not." 
In obedience to that charge, if for no other reason, I should have been 
present on tiiis interesting day, which the anniversary discourse, heard by 
us with so much gratification, has so hiqppily honored. But I have always 
highly esteemed Mr. Kimball, because he has always so loved the ministry, 
and never, sir, as it seems to me, has he more honored himself, as one who 
loved this holy work, than in the years since he eeased to perform the reg* 
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tilar labors as die sole pastor of diis church. I honor hun for his devotaon 
to this blessed work. I honor him as my father's friend. I have another 
reason also for being present. I have found from examination of the min- 
utes of the General Association of Massachusetts that such semi-centennial 
anniversaries are likely to be very few in the years to come. They have 
of late been very rare. But they will be rarer still. I myself, have heea 
settled not quite twenty-two years ; and if all the settled pastors in our 
Orthodox churches, who have had a longer pastorate, remain in their 
present connexions until their fiftieth anniversary of settlement, there are 
less than twenty out of three hundred and fifty who would precede myself, 
if I too should remain where I now am. In four hundred and seventy-five 
churches there were reported, last June, three hundred and fifty-six settled 
pastors, sixty, three stated supplies, and sixty-four churches vacant. Six of 
these settled pastors at the close of these interesting services vdll have had 
their fiftieth anniversary ; one of them, the Rev. Dr. Cooley of Granville, 
having been settled over sixty years. Two hundred and fourteen of the 
remaining three hundred aud fifty have been settled once the beginning ci 
1850, and a hundred and seventy- four since the beginning of 1852 1 What 
a sad ^tness is thus afforded in respect to permanency in the pastoral office ! 

The Chairman. I have on my roll the name of John Cotton Smith, ol 
the Episcopal Church, a gentleman whom I have the pleasure to know only 
by reputation, but whose name is quite familiar to me, and to the country, 
and especially to our neighboring State of Connecticut. When I was a 
boy in college in 1815, I saw for the second time in my life a live Gover- 
nor. And it was his Excellency John Cotton Smith of Connecticut — a 
gentleman greatly eminent in his day — much in public life, and afterward 
for many years President of the American BihLe Society. As the junior 
Bector of Trinity Church, Boston, bears the same name, I infer identity of 
blood, although such an inference would be unsafe without the '* Cotton." 
We should be most happy to hear from that reverend gentleman. 

Bev. Mr. Smith responded as follows : 

Mr, Chairman : The invitation which you have so kindly given me, 
has taken me entirely by surprise. After what has been said by those 
whom I honor as fathers in Christ, I would gladly have kept silence. But^ 
nr, if a deep interest, on my p2u*t, in the welfare of this beautaftd town ; if a 
peculiar gratification in the exercises in which we have just been engaged ) 
if an affectionate veneration for him, the fiftieth anniversary of whose ordh 
nation we this day celebrate, constitute any chum upon my services, I 
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cannot a&k to be excused. And there is yet another reason which forbids 
me to excuse myself. Holding as I do different views from those which are 
here entertained, on the subject of church organization, my silence might 
have rendered me liable to the imputation, under which I should be most 
unwilling to labor, of failing to rejoice in the success of any faithful minis^ 
try, which has for its object the preaching of salvation through Jesus Christi 
wherever and under whatever name it may be found. 

As I am comparatively a stranger here, and but imperfectly acquainted 
with the history of this parish, I shall be excused perhaps, from any special 
reference to the local associations and circumstances, appropriate to this 
occasion. But sir, I have been interested to learn that such a long settle^ 
ment of a minister with his people, as we this day commemorate, is no new 
thing in this town ; but that this place has been remarkably favored with 
the labors of most excellent and able men, who have spent long lives with 
the people of their charge. Your reference, sir, to my venerated uncle, 
Gk)v. Smith, of Connecticut, has suggested to my mind a line of Puritan 
ancestors, from whom I am proud to claim my descent. Some of them 
were ministers, who, like those to whom I have just referred, labored long 
with the flocks over which they were placed, and in many of their labors 
were associated with the early ministers of this town. It is, sir, to the 
influence of these Puritan ministers that our country is indebted for very 
much of the greatness and glory it has attained. They were the men who 
laid the broad and deep foundations of this christian Commonwealth in 
which it is our privilege to live. 

If, sir, the ministers of the present day are less successfol in their work 
and have less influence in the community, it is in a great degree, because 
they have less love for Christ, less desire for the salvation of souls, and less 
confldenco in the power of the gospel than those whose places they have 
taken. We hear it oflen said that the influence of the ministry is diminish^' 
ed ; that it has in a great measure lost its hold upon the popular mind. If 
this is the case, it is because ministers are not willing to trust to the eflfect 
of the plain and simple truths of the gospel. Let the gospel be faithfully 
preached, and it will soon vindicate its supremacy over the souls of men. 
We do not want preachers of literature, or of science, or of politics, or of 
any secular interest whatever, but preachers of the everlasting gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

We have come here to-day, to pay due honor to the labors of one who 
has preached this gospel fifty years. Here are some who listened to him 
when he first proclaimed the message of eternal life. Here are many upon 
whose brow the waters of baptism have fallen, administered by his hand* 
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Here are many whom he has joined together in the dearest and hofiest of 
earthly ties. Here are many whom his counsels have led to Christ Here 
are many by whose bedside he has stood in the time of ackness, and whom 
he has ccmsoled in the hour of sorrow. Here are many who have stood 
with him by the open graves of those most precious to their hearts — graves 
which he has consecrated by prayer. Here are his aged brethren, the wit- 
nesses of his labors ; and here are many sympathizing friends. All here 
have come to offer to him those congratulations, which we trust will help to 
sweeten those memories of the past which he will cherish to the end of life. 

I have learned, sir, with pleasure, that John Cotton, whose first minisby 
was in that noble parish of the Church of England, in Boston, Lincolnshire, 
and in honor of whom our own city of Boston was naned, entertained such 
a regard for the B«v. Mr. Norton, one of the earliest ministers of this 
town, that near the close of his life he deured with many expreasioiui 
of attachment and respect that he might succeed him in his office. And 
I deem it a happy circumstance that I, bearmg the name, and a descend- 
ant in the seventh generation of that learned and godly man, am per- 
mitted to ofifer at this time to a successor of Mr. Norton siniilar 
assurances of affection and esteem. 

Such a record as we have listened to this afternoon, is well calculated to 
recall that portraiture of a faitiiful minister which Cowper, so delightful as 
a poet, and yet so much more delightful as a christian, has given : 

** I venerate the man, whose heart is wann. 

Whose hand» are pure, whose doctrine and whose life 

Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 

That he is honest in the sacred cause." 

And it brings to my mind also that glory, which in the sublime language 
of the scriptures is promised as the reward of such labors ; '' They that 
be wise shall shine as the brightest firmament, and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars forever and ever." 

The Chairman here called on the Bev. Mr. Southgate, but tibat gentle- 
man was not present, having just before left the assembly. 

The Chairman. We are happy to see here to-day, uniting in these 
services, and joiniug in these demonstrations of sympathy and respect for 
an aged minister of the gospel, a reverend gentleman, whose fortune is to 
have been connected as pastor witii the two oldest congregational chnrdtes 
on the continent ; first, and for many years with the old church on Plymoath 
rock, and more recently with the first church in Salem — both historie 
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churches. It is most fitting that the tenants of such pulpits should be 
beard on such an occasion as this, which is designed to pay all proper 
honor and respect to the faithful ministry of the word. It gives me much 
pleasure to introduce the Rev. Dr. George W. Briggs of the First church 
in Salem. 

Dr. Briggs responded as follows : 

Mr, President : No man could ever be more truly taken by surprise 
than I am by the call which you have made upon me. I am an entire 
stranger in Ipswich. I believe I know only one person in the town. I 
have never been here except once before to-day. I did not have the 
remotest idea that you would exercise your authority in constraining me to 
speak. Two reasons, beside the perfect beauty of the day, brought me 
here on this occasion. One is the circumstance to which you have alluded. 
It has been my fortune to be connected with the two oldest congregational 
churches in the country; the First church in Plymouth, as its junior 
minister, and the First church in Salem. I have therefore learned to feel 
a deep interest in every thing which concerns these ancient churches, or 
their successive ministers. And when I saw the announcement of the 
intended celebration in this venerable church in Ipswich to-day, of the 
fiftieth anniversary of a pastor's settlement, my wish was strong to witness 
the services of commemoration. 

It was also my fortune to be connected with the church at Plymouth at 
the time of the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of 
Rev. Dr. Kendall, then and now its senior minister. I knew and shared 
the feelings with which the young and old gathered round him on that glad 
occasion. I could understand and sympathize with the thousand recoUec- 
tions which then welled up in every breast. Such commemorations have 
been dear to me ever since. No other celebration can touch holier or 
deeper chords to thrill the heart. And though entirely a stranger to those 
who are gathered here to-day, I have still felt that I could sympathize with 
them in all that makes the hour especially interesting and dear. 

What an accumulation of influence indeed belongs to th^se Jixed minis- 
ters, to which allusion has so repeatedly been made this afternoon. That 
influence is lost to me^ even if I could have been able to attain it. But he 
who stands in one place through fifty years, to speak words of life to young 
and old, — to do something, it may be much, to shape the character and 
course of those who go out into the world's busy sphere of action, may 
^deld a power that no imagmation can conceive. The smallest New Eng- 

6 
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land Parish thus beoomes a ihrone of inflaenoe iriiidi perpetaates haelf 
almost without limit or end. I know how the memory of the pastor of my 
own boyhood, Rev. Mase Shepaid, of Little Compton, R. I., is stiU fresh 
and green in the heart of his former people, though he has been long years 
in his grave. Though dead, he speaks to them stilL But I oug^ht not to 
detain you. I have no claim to speak here to-day, or to consume the mo- 
ments that belong to others. I can only once more express my hearty 
sympathy with the occasion and my cordial respect for your venerable min- 
ister, with my best wishes for him, and for all who gather around him in 
love and venerence. 

Thb Chairman. I have on my roll of names that of another gentleman, 
the pastor ot a sister church, which in former times, and at all times, has 
been in dose fellowship with this church. My father, its pastor and teach- 
er from 1787 to 1813, when the whole town constituted the parish, and 
before the days of '* signing cff", and of new sects had opened on that 
parish at least, preached the frineral sermon of the Eev. Levi BVisbie — the 
predecessor of our venerable friend, of whose death I have a distinct 
remembrance. Well, therefore, may the ancient church in Topsfield be 
heard, and express her sympathy on this occasion. I have much pleasure 
in calling upon the Bev. Mr. McLoud, its present pastor, to speak for him- 
self and for that church. 

The Rev. Mr. McLoud rei^onded to this call in some excellent and 
most appropriate remarks, expressing his fullest sympathy in the objects and 
purposes of the occasion, and his high respect for the private and ministerial 
charaxiter of the venerable senior pastor of the first dinrch in Ipswich. We 
regret that we have no particular report of his remarks. 

General James Appleton, a member of the South church in Ips^dch, 
being called on by the Chair, in some allusions to his family and history, 
spoke as follows : 

Mr. Chairman : In responding to your request I am happy to express 
the pleasure I have reidized in being present on this interesting occasion. 
Fifty years since I was present at the ordination of the venerable man before 
us, and when a youth I attended worship under his wwthy predecessor, 
and my ancestors worshipped in this town from its early settlement, and I 
rejoice in every indicatian of its prosperity and happiness. We must all 
have witnessed with great pleasure the address of our friend on 
account of the interesting topics presented and the christian qpirit manir 
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fested ; and it is quite impossible that he should have labored here for so 
many years without exerting an abiding influence upon all the highest and 
best interests of this community. I love to reflect on the great and good 
men, who through successiye generations officiated in this place. Th^ 
memorials will endure as Imig as there are christian temples and christian 
worshippers ; and I trust our reverend friend will excuse me in saying, 
that among all these worthies, none were more laborious nor more &ithful 
than himself. 

I concur, Mr Chairman, in the remarks of yourself and other gentlemen 
cm the importance of a stable and permanent ministry. The interests of a 
people are best subseryed by him who continues with his people during his 
whole ministry. A gentleman of Maine remarked to me, that in travelling 
through the state he could readily see the diflference between towns, where 
they had been favored with a learned and permanent ministiy, and those 
which had not been thus &vored. A learned and disdnguished dissenting 
minister of England observed to one, when in this country, that, although 
dissenters had tsome things to complain (tf in the national church, yet it was 
a great advantage to the people to have stability in the ministry, and he 
rejoiced in knowing that the Holy Scriptures were read every Sal^bath day 
in eyeiy part of &• kingdom. 

Fifty years have passed since the ordination of our friend ; and those 
who attended on that occasion may well be reminded that the time is short, 
that what we do must be done quickly, for there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge in the grave. 

General Appleton was followed by Hon. Jeremiah Spovvosd, of Grove- 
land, in these words : 

On a bright October morning, fifty years ago this very day, I. came to 
this place in company with a beloved sister and two cousins, then like 
myself, in the morning of life, to witness the ordination of him, to whose 
discourse we have listened ^th so much pleasure and interest to-day. All 
those, my companions, together with a large majority of the great assembly, 
who that day witnessed the induction of our friend into office, on this very 
spot, have long since joined the great congregation of the dead. I had 
known the respectable family from which he originated, and had heard him 
preach, which circumstances drew me hither that day. 

The fine morning, the friends that accompanied me, the great assembly, 
the old church, the high pulpit, with its carved work and heavy overhang- 
ing canopy, together with the appearance of the candidate and the garment 
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which he wore, (andgwhich I think I have the pleasure of seeing on him 
to-day) are all fresh in my memory as scenes but of yesterday. 

The solemn impressions of that day have never passed from my mind, 
and I have seldom, if ever, witnessed an ordination service, or seen the 
young clergyman of that day, without a recurrence of my mind to the scenes 
then presented. 

After the services, we concluded not to obtrude ourselves upon the hos- 
pitalities of any of the people, but to take our carriages for home. But, 
passing along what I think you call High street, a gentleman stepped down 
from his house, which stood a little elevated upon the right hand, and 
invited us in to dine. We, of course, accepted the invitation. The house, 
the room, the excellent dinner, at which we were the only guests, and the 
kind attentions of the lady and family, are all How present to my mind. 
The gentleman's name, I think, was Boss ; and little did he think that one 
of the youths on whom he then so kindly bestowed his hospitality, would 
stand on this spot, when half a century should have rolled away, to bring 
to recollection, before a generation then unborn, that act of kindness, which 
I dare say, was to him but an ordinary impulse of his benevolent heart. 

The only surviving member of that large council, who has been referred 
to, and whom I regret, not to see present, was then, and is now to me, an 
object of great interest. Mr. Braman was then my pastor. His was the 
first ordination service I had ever witnessed. His semi-centennial I had 
the happiness to attend in 1847. My youth from ten to twenty-two was 
passed under his ministry. To him in the pulpit and out, and to the 
books he loaned me, or brought within my reach, I gratefully acknowledge 
my indebtedness for a large part of whatever is of value in me. 

That excellent mother to whom our friend read the Bible twice through 
before he was eight years old, and to whom we are all so much indebted, 
comes up fresh to my mind. I had known her early bereavement, her 
long widowhood ; I knew her person, and was acquainted with her many 
years through her children ; but had a much more familiar acquaintance 
with her, when called to her sick bed. It was my lot to be her physician 
through a long and severe sickness, which she and all her friends expected 
would be her last ; but I had the happiness to see her complaints relieved, 
her life prolonged, and a good degree of health restored. Her pleasant 
countenance, her tranquil mind, and entire resignation to the event, what* 
ever it might be, are fresh in my recollection. With returning spring and 
a blessing upon the assiduous cares of her sons and daughters, who so 
richly repaid the cares of her early years, she rose from her bed of sickness, 
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and I had the happiness to see her for a time in comfortable health. If I 
had any share in that restoration, I regard it as a peculiar smile of Provi- 
dence upon my professional services. 

But the grass is long since green on her grave ; her memory is blessed ; she 
still lives in her descendants ; and her prayers have been emphaticaUy 
answered in the prolonged ministry and usefulness of her distinguished son, 
the fiftieth anniversary of whose ordination we this day celebrate. 

Kemarks by Hon. Daniel Adams of Newbury : 

Mr. Chairman : This is at once a very pleasant and a very solemn 
occasion. It is pleasant to see so many friends of this venerable father in 
the ministry, come together to commemorate with him the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of his ordination ; and it is very solemn to think how few of the vast 
multitude from this and the neighboring towns then present are now alive. 
Fifty years ago to-day, I was here to attend that ordination. Then, sir, 
my aged grandparents were in active life, warm and ardent friends of Mr. 
Kimball. My father and mother were here, this being her native town. 
All of these are numbered with the dead. More than twenty sat down at 
the dinner-table at my grandfather's house, (for I can assure you, sir, we 
had ordination dinners in those days, and good ones too,) only six of whom, 
I believe, are now living. Then, sir, as I walked these streets, I could 
meet and take by the hand the Lords, Kimballs, Mannings, Shatswells, 
Stanifords, Eogers's, Farleys, Andrews's, Hoards, Treadwells, and others 
in active life, many of whom were ardent friends of Mr. Kimball, all of 
whom, I believe, have departed this Hfe. In view of these facts, well may 
we say, " Our fathers, where are they?" Surely, all now present, et" 
pecially those of us who are far advanced in life, should strive to have our 
work done and well done, so that we may be prepared to enter into the 
joy of our Lord. 

Mr. David Pulsifsr, a native of Ipswich, formerly one of Mr. Kimball's 
hearers, said, that this was one of the most interesting meetings he ever 
attended. He was reminded of the days of his early childhood. 

He spoke of the early pastors of the church, observing that Gov. Win- 
throp ought to be regarded as its first minister. But on turning to his 
journal afterward he found that Rev. Mr. Wilson preceded him. And then 
gave the following extracts : 1633, Nov. 26, Mr. Wilson, by leave of the 
congregation of Boston, whereof he was pastor, went to Agawam, to teach 
the people of that plantation, because they had yet no minister. 1634, 
April 3d, the Governor, (Gov. Winthrop) went on foot to Agawam, and 
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because Uie people there wanted a minister, spent ihe sabbath with them, 
and exercised by way of prophecy. 

He then spoke of Rev. Nathaniel Ward, who composed the Body of 
Liberties of Massachusetts, adopted in 1641. He said that Mr. Ward 
dedicated a book to Lord Bacon. This was a sermon of his brother Samuel 
Ward, which he revised and procured to be printed without his brother's 
knowledge. He also stated that the Bey. John N(Nrton, who was settled 
in 1636, dedicated his Orthodox Evangelist to the chuich and inhabitants 
of Ipswich. 

He concluded his remarks with a veiy earnest wish, that he and other 
friends of Mr. Kimball abroad, when they visit this place, mi^t have the 
pleasure of hearing his voice from the sacred desk, as in former times, 
adding his best wishes for the peace and prosperity of the church, and the 
inhabitants of Ipswich, the place of his nativity. 

Other gentlemen present were expected and deedred to speak on the 
occasion ; but here the shades of evening began to deepen on the assembfy, 
and as the session had continued from two o'clock, p. m., until nearly daik, 
and had been one of remarkable interest, the discourse of the venerable pastor 
being the chief and marked feature of the occafflon, it was thought best 
that this meeting, long to be remembered, should be adjourned without 
day, and it was so adjourned. 



The following letters and many others of similar character were sent to 
the committee of arrangements, by gentlemen who were unable to give their 
personal attendance on the occasion : 

Bev. JoNAXHiiN CoGSwsLL, D. D., of New Brunswick, N. J., wrote as 

follows : 

Nxw Brunswick, Oct. 3, 1856. 
Dear Brethren : Please to accept my thanks for your invitation for me 
to be present at the fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of your beloved 
pastor. It would afford me great satisfaction to be present on such an 
uncommon occasion. It is much to the credit of your pastor and you, that 
he has been so long with you, when dismissions are so frequent, and so few 
pastors remain in the same place half the time. I have always esteemed 
your pastor one of the most excellent of men, always manifesting the spirit 
of the gospel, and the same spirit must have influenced you. My age, 
rising of seventy-four years, and my numerous duties in this city and else- 
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-where, most prevent my acceptance of your inyitation. Our Presbytery 
meets on the 7th and 8th of this month, and it is my duty to attend. 

Be good enough to present my respects to your pastor, and be assured of 
my best wishes and prayers for his and your ha^^iness. 

Eespeotfully and cordially yours, 

JONATHAN COGSWELL. 

Bey. Jambs Ejnn>ALL, D. D., of Plymouth, Mass. : 

Cfenilemen : I have received your polite note, requesting my attend- 
ance at the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of the 
Bev. David T. Eamball, as pastor of the First Church in Ipswich. It would 
^ve me great pleasure to be present on so interesting, and in these modem 
times so rare an occasion. My acquaintance with your venerable and be- 
loved paator, commenced at the close of the last century, while we were 
connected with the University, he as an undergraduate and I as tutor. 
The favorable impression made upon my mind at that early period, with 
respect to his person and character, was deepened by subsequent and inter- 
esting circimistances. We were connected by marriage with the same 
amiable and beloved family, that of Dea. Daniel Poor, of South Andover, 
my first wife being a daughter^ and Mr. Kimball's a granddaughter of that 
eminently pious man. To be present at the celebration of the fiftieth anni- 
versary of his ordination would bring to my mind many interesting and 
hallowed associations and reminiscences. But I must deny myself the 
pleasure and gratification of being present and participating in the interest- 
ing services and festivities of the occasion. With eighty-^even years upon 
my shoulders, bating a few days, I feel a shrinking at the thought of a 
journey at a distance from my dear home. Beside the excitement and 
&tigue of these public occasions are too heavy a draught upon the strength 
of an octogenarian to make it either safe or expedient for him to join 
in them. 

I know how to sympathiae with my venerable brother on so interesting an 
occasion. Nearly seven years ago my own beloved society had a similar 
commemoration. I have not forgotten either the pleasant or the saddening 
reminiscences, that clustered round the mind and heart on that memorable 
occasion. Instead of the parents and grandparents, had risen up to take 
their places the children and grandchildren to the fourth and fifth generar 
tion, to greet and be greeted by their aged pastor, who, for half a century, 
had stood at the altar, and broken to his flock the bread of life. I must, 
therefore, content myself; gentlemen, with thanking you for your polite 
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invitation to be present on your approaching commemoration, and wiUi 
expressing my sympathy and kind regards with my revered and beloved 
brother on this interesting occasion* 

Truly and respectfully, 

Your £riend and servant, 

JAMES KENDALL. 

Eev. Charles Lowell, D. D., senior pastor of the Congregational 
Church, Lynde street, Boston : 

Cambridge, Oct. 4, 1856. 
Gentlemen : I thank you sincerely for your kind invitation to me to 
attend the celebration on the 8th instant, and much regret that the present 
state of my health forbids my accepting it 

I rejoice with you and with your much respected and justly valued 
pastor, that you are permitted in the good providence of Ood to anticipate 
the pleasure of this celebration, and fervently hope that when the happy 
imion which now exists is dissolved, it may be renewed and perpetuated 
in heaven. 

With great respect for them. 
Tour friend, 

CHARLES LOWELL. 

Sentiment of Eev. A. D. Wheeler, of Topsham, Maine : 

On receiving the letter of invitation from the committee of arrangements, 
Mr. Wheeler returned a note, expressing his regret that he could not com- 
ply with it, and containing the following sentiment : 

The Golden Wedding: — As rare an event in the relation between 
pastor and people, as in that of connubial life. It is enough to ash that 
this may be as happy in its enjoyment, as any that have preceded it, and 
as any that may come after it 

John S. Tenney, L.L. D., Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
State of Maine : 

NORRIDOEWOCK, Oct. 4, 1856. 
Gentlemen: Tour letter of the 24th ult., kindly inviting me to be 
present at the fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of the Rev. David T. 
Kimball, has been received, for which I tender to you and those whom you 
represent my sincere thanks. The occasion would be most interesting to 
me, if I could be present. Mr. Eamball is one of those ministers, who still 
linger upon earth, of whom I have very early recollections. When I see 
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him or think of him, I am reminded of the pastor of my own native parish, 
who was his personal friend and professional brother ; and a thousand asso- 
ciations arise in my mind, and I am transported to the scenes of my child- 
hood and youth, which it is dehghtful and profitable to cherish in memory. 
But I can be with you at the anniversary meeting only in imagination. 
Official duties which cannot be omitted compel me to be elsewhere, much 
to my regret. 

Please to present to the venerable pastor my highest respects, and accept 
my best wishes for the prosperity of the church and society. 
I am, very respectfully and truly yours, 

JOHN S. TENNEY. 

Eev. RuFus Andekson, D. D., a Corresponding Secretary of the 
A. B. C. F. M. : 

]\IissioNARY House, Boston, Oct. 6, 1856. 
Gentlemen : I much regret that official duty prevents my attending the 
fiftieth anniversary of Mr. Kimball's ordination, agreeably to your invita- 
tion My recollections of him go back through all that period ; but they 
are, of course, strongest in the time of my boyhood, when he came to my 
father's to preach on exchange, or to attend the association. Such are my 
impressions, all of which 1 desire to retain, that I should delight to join 
with others in doing honor to the venerable man, and bidding him good 
cheer down in the vale of years. May the Divine Spirit be present in your 
gathering, to make it an occasion of holy joy and of much spiritual good 
to you all. 

Very respectfully and truly yours, 

RUFUS ANDERSON. 

Rev. Joseph B. Felt, L.L. D., Boston: 

Boston, Oct. 6, 1856. 

Gentlemen : Yours of the 24th ult., was duly received. Did not special 
and indispensable duties on the very day which you have designated for 
your interesting services, require my attention, I should give myself 
the pleasure of conforming with your invitation. But, however absent in 
person, my sympathies will be with you. My former association with your 
worthy pastor and his people, as a neighboring minister, will tend to render 
such intercourse more than that of an ordinary kind. 

It is well that he should speak at the close of a half century to the sur- 
vivors and descendants of those to whom he so long ago devoted himself as 
their spiritual guide. 
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The pledge, which he ihen gave in the vigor of hut earlier manhood, he 
has been divinely enabled to redeem with more than common purity, stead* , 
iness, ability and usefulness. It is well, that those among wbom he has so 
long sojourned, and whom he has taught in their most important ecmcems 
and consoled in all their trials ; — that numerous other friends, who have 
noticed his faithful example and profited by his precepts of truth, should 
listen to his semi-centennial discourse of experience in the dispensation of 
the gospel, and review with him the prominent events thereof, and draw 
from them lessons of mutual preparation for what remains of fleeting life 
and for the realities of an eternal world. While thus properly and sacredly 
employed, the scene must naturally bring to your remembrance the persons, 
who, in regular succession, declared the unsearchable riches of grace through 
Jesus Christ, before the same continued congregation. Yea, Ward, the 
Bogers's, Norton, Cobbet, Hubbard, Bennison, Iltch, Synunes, and 
Frisbie, must rise, as ministering spirits for good, and pass before your per* 
ception. They were watchmen for souls, who honored the cause for which 
they spent probation, and the age in which they so dutifully lived. Few 
churches can present so long a line of estimable ambassadors from the 
prince of peace, as the first church in Ips^ch. As it was long mnoe 
remarked by Milton of others, s^ it may now be of them, 

« At length 

Their ministry perfonned and race well run. 
Their doctrine and their story written, left, 
They die." 

So, declares their venerable successor, it will soon be with him. May 
the gathering to hear his address and to be reminded of his predecessors, 
be sanctified to the whole audience^ so that when the summons comes for 
each of them to ^ve an account before the Judge of quick and dead, he 
may obey with peaceful resignation, and be welcomed as faithful in his 
earthly stewardship. 

With muoh esteem and respect. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH B. FELT. 

Bev. Brown Emmxrson, D. D., pastor of the South Church in Salem : 

Gentkmen : I received with pleasure your invitation to attend the cele- 
bration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Eev. David T. Kimball's ordina- 
tion ; and it is with extreme regret, that on account of the present state of 
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my health, I shall not be able to be present with you on the interesting 
occasion. 

I have had a very pleasant acquaintance with your pastor ever rince his 
settlement in Ipswich, and know from experience the gratification it must 
aflford him to receive the token of public esteem and affection to be accorded 
to him on the 8th instant. It will be a balm to sustain and comfort his 
spirit during the remainder of his days. 

That the occasion may be a blessing to the church, and to all concerned, 
is the sincere desire of 

Yours in the Qospel, 

BROWN EMERSON. 

Salsm, Oct. 6» 1856. 

Rev. IsBAEL E. DwiirxLL, colleague of Dr. Emerson, of Salem : 

Gentlemen : I received your invitation to attend the fiftieth anniversary 
of Rev. D. T. Kimball on Wednesday next, this morning. Such occasions 
which must ever be rare, ought to be observed, and by none with more 
alacrity and joy than those in early life. The sentiment they cherish 
toward those in advanced life, is the sentiment which they are creating and 
leaving in the community, for their own age, and which will be likely to 
visit them then, if they live to be aged. It would, indeed, afford me great 
pleasure to be present on that interesting occasion, particularly as I highly 
esteem father Kimball, and regard him as a friend. 

It occurs, however, on the same day with our conference of churches, 
and I had previously engaged to be present at that and take a part, which 
might occasion some disappointment or trouble, were I to decline it. 

Hoping the occasion will be one which will afford as much satisfaction to 

the venerable senior pastor of your church, as the similar occasion in Salem 

did to ours, 

I remain, with high regard, yours, 

ISRAEL E. DWINELL. 

Salxm, Oct. 4, 1856. 

Rev Leonard Woods, D. D., President of Bowdoin College, Bruns* 
wick, Maine : 

Bbtjnswiok, Oct. 6, 1856. 
Gentlemen : It would give me great pleasure to join with the people in 
Ipswich, and the many friends of Rev. Mr. Kimball, in the services which 
are proposed to be held on Wednesday next, in commemoration of his 
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settlement there fifty years ago. Bat my engagemeats, I regret to say, are 
of such a nature as to prevent my leaving here at that time. 

Wishing my most respectful regards to your excellent and beloved pastor, 

I remain, gentlemen, truly yours, 

LEONARD WOODS. 

John T. Heard, Esq., Boston : 

Boston, Oct. 6, 1856. 
Gentlemen : Tour kind invitation to me to attend the celebration of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of the Rev. David T. Kimball, I had 
the honor to receive on Friday last. It would afford me the greatest 
pleasure to assist on that interesting occasion, and to manifest by my 
presence, my respect and esteem for the excellent man, faithftd minister 
and devoted pastor, whom the services are designed to honor. Though 
many years have elapsed since it was my privilege to listen to his teach- 
ings, the remembrance of them is still fresh in my mind ; his earnest and 
impressive discourses were eminently fitted to improve the minds and 
hearts of his hearers, while they evinced for their author a noble and devout 
christian character. I regret execeedingly that my engagements compel 
me to decline the invitation. May the occurrences of the day be in accord- 
ance with your views and intentions, and afford the means of happy 
reflections. 

I am, most respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN T. HEARD. 

Rev. J. C. Stockbridqe, pastor of the Baptist church, Charles street, 
Boston : 

Boston, Oct. 7, 1856. 

Gentlemen : Permit me herewith to acknowledge the receipt of your 
very kind invitation to be present at the approaching fiftieth anniversary of 
the ordination of the Rev. D. T. Kimball, as pastor of the first church in 
Ipswich. I regret exceedingly that other engagements compel me to de- 
cline your invitation ; for, although mjr acquaintance with your venerable 
pastor is comparatively limited, I know him well enough to feel that it 
would be a privilege to honor him on an occasion so interesting to him. 
With the assurance of my kindest wishes for him and his beloved family, 
and the expression of the hope that all the services of the day may be 
pleasant in their enjoyment and doubly pleasant in their remembrance, 

I am, truly yours, 

J. C. STOCKBRIDGE. 
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Richard S. Spofford, M. D., Newbuiyport : 

Newburtport, Oct. 8, 1856. 
Gentlemen : It was my purpose to have been present on the very inter- 
estmg occasion to which you have referred in your very polite note of 
invitation ; but such are my avocations to-day^ I fear it will be utterly 
impossible for me to be present. I was present at the ordination of the 
Rev. Mr. Kimball ; very pleasant to me were the services of that day, and 
a very lively remembrance of them still exists. Forty-six years ago I was 
a member of the Rev. Mr. Kimball's family ; my acquaintance with them 
was most agreeable and pleasant. 

Present, if you please, to Mr. Kimball my sincere wish, that his useful 
life may still be prolonged many years. 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully yours, 

RICHARD S. SPOFFORD. 

A letter was received by Rev. Mr. Kimball from his classmate and friend, 
the Hon. James Savage, dated Lunenburg, Oct. 6, 1856, in which 
he says: 

My Dear Classmate : In August I had the pleasure of receiving wiUi 
a most interesting note from you of July 23 st, your two sermons, the last 
for the old house of the parish worship, and the first for the new. There is 
enough in these two discourses to justify great hopes by the community jfor 
what shall be delivered next Wednesday, to hear which would be a great 
satisfaction to me. ■ But next week, in consequence of previous engage- 
ments, I shall not have an hour to spare. So you must imagine ihe listen- 
ing to your discourse with the great eagerness, that the association of so 
many topics of interest as a fifty years' connexion in the most important 
station of society must always supply, should necessarily attend their de- 
velopment in the sermon of one who faithfully filled that period. 

Your course in the main has been a happy one ; and that you have still 
the wife of your youth preserved to you, must be great support in your 
declining years. To a clergyman a good wife is more valuable than to any 
other man. And why the church of Rome insists on the celibacy of its 
priests is clearly to be derived from its object of building up the aggregate 
church, as one whole for temporal power, rather than edifying the ten 
thousand churches in spiritual excellence. When the rights of human 
nature are recovered by the subordinate clerical body, the Pope may have 
less influence. 

I hope you may see as pleasant a morning, day after to-morrow, as this, 



on which, with ancere thanks for yonr remembrance of me, and heartiest 
wishes for your good wife and yourself, I write this as 

Yonr ever agreeing fnend, 

JAMES SAVAGE. 

Bey. EnwABn A2n)B£WS» B. D., of Binghamton, N. Y» 

BiNOHAMTON, Oct. 22, 1856. 
Eev. David T, KxmbaUy — Dear Sir : It was with great regret that 
I was compelled to relinquish the pleasure of being present at the semtcen- 
tennial celebration of your ordination over the first church in Ipswich. The 
first sermon I heard from you was in 1806, which was on the value of tibe 
sacred scriptures. It made a deeper impression on me than any otiher ser- 
mon I ever heard. I was then a mere boy, just about to enter college, but 
the lucid arrangement so caught my attention that I followed you with 
increasing delight to the end. Shortly after this you became our minister. 
I have often heard my honored father speak with the liveliest emotion of 
your kind sympathy toward himself and &mily, amid the complicated trials 
of domestic affliction, poverty and old age. For all this I beg you to 
accept my everlasting gratitude, heightened by the thought that your whole 
life presents to my view a perfect model of matchless prudence, unsullied 
purity, and humble piety. By this you will see how much I regret that 
uncontrollable circumstances prevented my presence at the renewal of such 
tender remembrances. I hope, however, to see you soon ; and may God 
in his mercy preserve and bless and keep you. My fomily unite with me 
in sending to you and yours our kindest salutation. ' 

Your friend and brother, 

BDWABD ANDREWS. 



PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF THE CHURCHES OP 

ANCIENT IPSWICH. 

By order of the General Court of Massachusetts, this town was incorpo- 
rated by its present name August 5, 1634 ; and the first church was gath- 
ered the same year. It was the ninth church in the Massachusetts colony ; 
and Rev. Nathaniel Ward, a native of Haverhill, England, was settled as 
its first pastor the year the church was gathered. He resigned his pastoral 
office February 20, 1637, but continued to preach more or less eleven 
years, and then returned to England. During most of ik'^ first year of his 
ministry here, he was assisted by Rev. Thomas Parker, who was invited 
to be settled as his colleague, but who declined the invitation, and was set- 
tled as the first minister of Newbury. Mr. John Norton, who was bom in 
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Starford, Hertfordshire, England, May 6, 1606, was settled colleague With 
Mr. Ward in 1636, and continued in his office till May 23, 1656, when he 
was installed as successor to the venerable John Cotton, pastor of the Old 
Church in Boston. Mr. Nathaniel Rogers, second son of R«v. John Rog- 
ers of Dedham, England, was settled as colleague with Mr. Norton, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1638, and continued in office till his death, July 3, 1665, Jsi. 57. 
After the death of Mr. Rogers and the removal of Mr. Norton, Rev. 
Thomas Gobbet was settled over this church and people. He continued in 
his relation to them from 1656 till his death, which occurred Nov. 5, 1685, 
M. 77. Mr. Cobbet was bom in Newbury, England. He came to this 
country in 1637, and was immediately settled at Lynn. Mr. William 
Hubbard, who was bom in England in 1651, and graduated in the first 
class in Harvard college in 1642, was invited to settle as colleague with 
Mr. Cobbet, in 1656, and continued in office till his death, September 14, 
1704, M. 83. Mr. John Dennison assisted Mr. Hubbard in tne ministry, 
preaching as a candidate and as pastor from 1686 to 1689. Dr. Cotton 
Mather speaks of him as pastor of this church. He died September 
14, 1689, in his 24th year. John Rogers, son of Rev. Nathaniel Rogers, 
was invited to preach here with Rev. Mr. Hubbard July 4, 1656. He 
preached more or less and received a salary down to 1681. He was in- 
stalled as President of Harvard college, August 12, 1683. He is styled 
Bev. John Rogers. Was he pastor of this church ? John Rogers, son 
of President John Rogers, assisted Mr. Dennison in his work from March 
9, 1686, till Dec. 24, 1689, and was settled October 12, 1692, and died 
Dec. 28, 1745, M. 80. Mr. Jabez Fitch, son of R«v. James Fitch, of 
Norwich, Conn., was ordained as third pastor with Mr. Hubbard and Mr. 
Rogers, October i4, 1703, and dismissed March 17, 1725, and recom- 
mended by the church to the first church in Portsmouth. Nathaniel Rog- 
ers, son of Rev. John Rogers, was settled colleague with his father October 
18, 1827, and died May 10, 1775, M. 74. Mr. Timothy Symmes, a 
native of Scituate, Mass., assisted Mr. Rogers from 1752 to April 6, 1756, 
when he died. Rev. Levi Frisbie, who was bom in Branford, Conn., 
April 1748, and graduated in 1772, in the first class in Dartmouth col- 
lege, and ordained at that college as a missionary to the Indians, and 
installed as pastor of this church Febmary 7, 1776, and died February 26, 
1806, M, 68. David Tenney Kimball, a native of Bradford, Mass., was 
ordained October 8, 1806. And Kobert Southgate, a native of Portland, 
Me., after sustaining the pastoral relation to three other churches in three 
other States, was installed as a pastor of this church, July 24, 1851. In 
1746 this church consisted of more than three hundred members. This 
was before the secession of the South church. From the first planting of 
this church till the death of Rev. John Rogers in 1745, this society con- 
stantly supported two ministers. 

After the death of Rev. John Roffcrs, Mr. John Walley received a call 
to settle as colleague with Rev. Nathaniel Rogers ; but difficulties arising 
a separation took place ; the South parish was formed and incorporated in 
1747, and the same year Mr. Walley waa ordained as pastor of the South 
church. He was ordained Nov. 4, 1747, and dismissed Febmary 22, 
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1764. Joseph Dana, D.D., a native of Pomfrefc, Conn., was ordained as 
his successor November 7, 1765, and died November 16, 1827, jE. 
58. Daniel Fitz, the present pastor, was . Ordained June 28, 1826. 
Essex and Hamilton formerly constituted part of this town and parish. 
Essex was separated by act of incorporation as parish in 1679, and as town 
in 1819. This was the second parish in Ipswich, called till the time of its 
incorporation as a town, Ghehacco* The church was organized September 
6, 1681. Its first pastor was Rev. John Wise, who was ordained early in 
the year 1682, and died April 8, 1725, JS. 73. Rev. Theophilus Picker- 
ing, successor to Mr. Wise, was bom in Salem, September 28, 1700, and 
and ordained October 23, 1725, and died October 7, 1747. During his 
ministry a separate society was formed, January 20, 1746, and a church 
established May 20, 1746. This was then the fourth church in Ipswich. 
Mr. John Cleaveland was ordained as its pastor February 25, 1747. He 
was bom in Canterbury, Conn., April 22, 1722, and died April 22, 1799. 
]tfr. Nehemiah Porter was ordained in the place of Mr. Pickering, January 

3, 1750, and dismissed June 1766. He was afterward settled in Ashfield, 
Maas., where he died Febraary 29, 1820, M 100. The two churches in 
Chebacco were re-united under Mr. Cleaveland in 1774, and have continued 
one ever since. Mr. Josiah Webster succeeded Mr. Cleaveland in the 
ministry, being ordained November 13, 1799, and dismissed July 23, 
1806. Rev. Thomas Holt was installed January 25, 1809, and dismissed 
April 20, 1813. Mr. Robert Crowell, a native of Salem, was ordained 
August 10, 1814, and died Nov. 10, 1855i Mr. J. M. Bacon, the 
present pastor, was installed July 9, 1856. 

• Hamilton was separated by act of incorporation as parish, October 14, 

1713, and as town June 20, 1793. The church was embodied October 27, 

1714, styled the third church in Ipswich. The same day Mr. Samuel 
Wigglesworth was ordained as pastor. He died September 3, 1768, in 
the 81st year of his age, and the 54th year of his ministry. Rev. Manasseh 
Cutler, LL. D., was bom at Killingly, Conn., May 28, 1742, graduated 
at Yale College in 1765, ordained September 11, 1771, and died July 28, 
1823, in the 81st year of his age, and the 52nd year of his mmistry. 
These two supplied the desk more than a century. Rev. Joseph B. 
Felt was installed as pastor, June 16, 1824, and dismissed December 

4, 1833. Mr. George W. Kelly was ordained as pastor July 3, 1834, 
and dismissed June 12, 1850. The same day, Rev. J. H. Mordough, 
the present pastor, was installed as his successor. 

Linebrook parish was incorporated in 1746. Rev. George Leslie, its 
first minister, was settled Nov. 15, 1749, and dismissed Nov. 30, 1779. 
Rev. Gilbert T. Williams was settled in 1789, and dismissed May 6, 
1813. Rev. David TuUar of Rowley, preached at Linebrook from 
1823 to 1830, without being installed as pastor; and Rev. Moses Welch 
of Plaistow, succeeded him Jan. 1, 1831, and preached several years 
without being settled. They are at present without a settled pastor. 
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